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ROYAL HIGHNEss, 


GEORGE, 


Prince of / ALES, 


May it pleaſe Your Rorar, Hichxsss: 


CourDp make no tolerable 
excuſe, for preſuming to 
prefix Your Great Name to 
the following Apology k 
were nat Your ROYAL Hicnness's 


A 2 Good - 


| The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


n 


| Goodn 2 and condeſcenſan ſo conſpira- 
ons; and * Your Goal. will to the 2 
= well known, as to afford reaſonable 
| grounds of Bope 3 that every attempt, 
which even the meaneſt of their Body 
can make, to_vindicate their Character, 
or to — them to the Eſteem 
2 Love of their Fellow - Subject, will 
meet with a favourable regard at Tour 


Ir n 'y ſeem ſtrange to Your Royar 
Hienxzss, whoſe exalted Birth and 
Station muſt needs make You in a great © + 
meaſure unacquainted, with Affairs ſo 
much beneath You; that the Clergy, 
wo bave the Happineſs to ſee that 
| «Religion and Ferm of Worſhip, whereof | 
| They are the Miniſters, confirmed and © 

e ſtabliſbed by the ſame Laws, which } 
guard our Civil Rights and Liberties : |} 
| Whohave 1 received re E Aſſurances | 
RW | 3 of 1 


Tür Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


— 4 


| of pa rticular Encouragement and Pro- 
tection,” from his Mansrr Tur 
Royal Father on the Throne; whoſe 
, gracious and ſolemn Declarations, that 
y He will always ſupport and de- 
„ fend, nay and that Hz witL Nor 
1 

E 


FALL SHORT OF ANY OF His PRE- 

DECESSORS IN HIS ZEAL FOR THE 
Cnvuncn or ENGLAND, are a fur- 
3 ther Security to our Werſhip and our 
F Privileges, beyond Diſtruſt er Fear: I 
®Z ſay, it may ſeem ſtrange that the 
Clergy in theſe Circumſtances, ſhould 
| have any reaſon to complain of the 

Deſpitefull Treatment of their Fellow- 

Subjects. But We that labour under 
tit are ſadly ſenſible, that neither the 
| Favour of the, Crown, nor our own © 
Innocence, is a ſufficient ſcreen from 


the Inſolence and Malice 1 a. 
Pens end —_ 


SO 


AND 


* ND W * theſe Diſs | 


s I bumbly beg leave to re- 
reſent the Caſe of tbe Clergy, to 
Your Royrar Hicuness, - as it is | 
drawn up in the following Apology : | 

| Hoping | by Tour Patronage to obtain a 
faveurgble Hearing at leaft, cab fuk | 
have by: Mi ſinformation been prejudic'd 


1 againſf De; and by Your Nearneſs to the | 
Cromn to ſtrengthen our Intereſt in his 
Ma r left. any In mpegs to E | 
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vaur; tho his Goodneſs and Juſtice be 
ſuch, as to continue unalterably Firm 
and True to His Word. 


Ir was by this means thet the & | 
mous Apologiſts for the Chriſtian Faith, 


it 


mb bis Royal Ears ; * as to a 15 
Him think Ve do not Deſerve his Fa- 


4 * Reſpite for the Profe Ver ors of | F 
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12 inks Heathen Rar n Tus 
Quadratus and Ariſtides, Juſtin 
Nlarty r and Athenagoras, Melito 
and T ertullian pleaded the Cauſe of 
12 J Defpted Religion, with Emperors 
1 their Colleg ues ; and by - - fhem Te 
nende hs Altreſs * to the whole 
People ef Rome. And if E fter their 
1 I have undertaken to vindi- 
Rate a Vilified Clergy, with lefs Ad. 
Yoantages of Learning and Eloguence, 
Het baving like degrees of Innocence 
I | and Truth to plead in their Beba . 
oy promiſe myſelf a hike degree of Cuc- 


4 Eſpecially ſince J am ſure to find 
Superior degrees of Candour, and 


Clemeney, tat Gracious Dil poſiti- 
on, in the Prince ts whom I pre- 
gn to offer my A pology. Who he- 
ing not the Poſſeſſor, but the Heir 
5 J Apparent to the Crown; I ſhall I hope 
f | ö 199 ao. obviate the malicious . Sug- 

A - geſtioas 
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Is r to be Lawfull and Ri 


full 
Ling of this Realm, Oc. Ve add 
alſo our Prayers for the Succeſſion of, 


Your RO VAL HlenNkEss to the 
Crown, after Your Royal Father wha 
now. wears it; and ef Tour Poſterity 
after Tou in the P reteftant Line, through 
all ſucceeding Genera tons, This, S! [Ry 
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44 INCE the Clara of 
the Church of Enpland 
have had the Misfortune 
of late Years, to be Vili- 
fied by Sane. and ſlight- 
ed by Others, beyond 
the Example of former 
Times; Thope it will not 
be chought unbecoming One of the meaneſt 
of their Order, to offer to the Conſidera- 

tion of ſuch, as do not hate them upon Prin- 
ciple, and would be glad to ſee then reco- 
ver the Reputation they once were in among 
the People, what _ fairly be alledged nds 
vindi- 
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1 A 7 BE 


An Ano vey 


 vindicate them from the Calumnies of their | L 
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Silent under ben? WAY d biw 5 bh We 
anſwer it to our Conſciances, how ſhall we 
approve ourſelves ani Servants of Jesvs 
CHRIS 7, if we do not rgfolkutely-maintain F 
our Innocence, againſt thoſe that Miſrepre- 
ſent or Traduce Us? Since it is the Cauſe 
of Gop and of Religion, in which We are 
embarked, for which we 2 ſuffered Re- 
progeh ; and which our Enemies-through 
ou Sides endeavour to Undermine and Sub- 
vert. And this ſurely will be ny a ſuf- 4 
| 2 Region why We ſhould ſtand up in 
Vindication; as it is doubtle& che 
| ; which We have been ſo 7 
| = . 9 


8 re bear t to C1 HR IST, Wilk 23 — 9 

her E to the Malice of His Ene- 
* ; and . RD himſelf Was hated B 
x ec be. 1 0 of 1% 2 the TH 


nie, upgrate- - 
Of reproving a 225 1 
pet tg, meet with * ſame diſingenuous 4 

Treatment; 


fer ur E LE Rr T. =o 


eir Treatment; as he ſaid to his own Diziptes, 
Job. xv. 19. If je were bf the Morlu, the Mari 
"' WM would love his own; but becauſe ye are nut o 7 
„ the World, but I have choſen jot our of t 
3 | World, therefore the World 2 Jon. 
Bor then for our Encouragement, we 
5 mia ay remember, that if the Service com- 
ing mayded Us lay us under any preſent Hard: 
- = Fhips, yet it gives us an aflured Title to a 
- future Recompence : If the Poſt aſſigned 
's us be a Poſt of Difficulty and Envy, yet 
dit is alſo a Poſt of Honour and Reward. 
Neither is it always attended with the fame 
degree of Hazard or Diſcouragement; and 
EZ when *tis worſt, as we have always Rea: 
ſon and Truth on our Side, fo we cannot 
Pant Arguments to ＋ 1 our Cauſe, aguinſt 
thoſe that ſtrive 41 Us. It were indeed 
Fendichs to give a diftin& Anſwer, to all the 
in malicious Suggeſtions of ill Men againſt us; 
ha by which they endeavour to leſſen our Cres 
To dit, even among thoſe that wiſh well to 
27 |} our Order: But there has nothing material 
been alledged, to which may not be made 
af Arssfaktory Reply, with all that are in 
e reality endued with that Iigenuity, Can: 
>. dour and-Gbod Nature, wherein we fhall 
find None Willing £5 own themſelves want- 
hh, ing; ſo far at laift as relates to & General 
5 7 Vindication, and Deferide of the Boch of the 
e- 2} Clergy: Who certainly cannot by any. fair 
a | or equitable Conſtruction, be charged wer hers 
4 F | the > Ind iſeretions or Miſdemeanolts of 
„ 2 Par- 


* 


| dation and Grounds of that Complaint and 


thing blame-worthy, as it is none of m 
Intention to make any Apology, ſo nei. 


to examine ſome of the more 


| flowing Particulars. 
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Particular A: and 1 1 | 
ought not to be cenſured. upon chat ac- 
AD yet if we Gin into che 'Foun-| 1 


Clamour, which has of late run ſo 
againſt Us; we ſhall find the moſt plauſible | 
Pretetices to accuſe and vilify us, have been 
taken from the Conduct of particular Per- 
ſons : For whom if they have done any J 


ther is it Neceſſary for my Purpoſe ; which 
is only to vindicate the Body, to which 1 3 
have the Honour to —_ by — 4 


el again 75 a; and that they” have not 1 
yet forfeited that Eſteem and Good - will, 3 f 
which Ages / polite but alſo 45 apt 7 
thought ir Due. 7 
In order hereunto, I will content my 
ſpecious Pre- 
tences, upon which we haye been, and fill | 
are wikifed and tradeced; and to ſhew tie I 
Inſufficiency thereof to anſwer the end, for i 4 , 
which they are urged againſt Us. F 
Now t _ uſual matters of Com- L | 


= 20 gabe e one or other of the | 


Sr R 


1 Tar We are Diſafted to the Go 


eule (6) E B K 8 3 : 13 2 


wranient, and pay but an unwilling. and 
ac 0 d lions to the Civil Authority of 
e : 4 be Nation, as it is veſted i in. His Preſent 

n- azz sTx,.and ſettled. upon. the Heirs of 
q | is 2 rious 1 in 08 ones 


3 z * 5 8 We 3 affected, po” 
Per- trongly inclined to the Doctrines of the 
— 4 Church of Rome; That we have more fa- 

vourable Thou ghts, and make larger Ad- 
4 Fvances towards their Religion, than is con- 
thich © 4 iſtent Wh £ our being 8000 and true Pro- 
ch 1 3 Feſtants. 


1 
ho III. TH AT We affect EI 8 over 
4 be Conſciences of the Laity, and would 
not ain bring them to a greater Dependence 
Upon aurſelves, than is conſiſtent with * 


will, 
p A rd as Chriſtians. 


yſelk IV. THaT We are bee very De⸗ 
Pre- Sener and Corrupt is in our —— 
ang 1 Manners. 8 5 


. And Laſtly, That We haye lle or 

10 regard to the faithful Diſcharge of gur 
om- © | FE Office; but all that we look-after, 
pre- is the Temporal Profits . Ae 
| . F hereunto A 
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* 0 
1 
8 5 


e 5 
£ Ig 4} : 


| An D indeed if the Cat; FS up 
So- OE Vs. ynder the foregoing | ; Heads, 


ern- © 'M could 
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| ch gabe 2 


14 eAn AroLocy 
could be made goot 


de 
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it K ariſe les chief y from Prejudice and Ill-will 


Particulars : n 
8 & is urged a 


fj and Love, tliat We are Dif 


tion, at it is veſted in His Preſent MAIRSH＋T y 


1 
1 "ou 1 
KING GEORGE, and ettled upon the Heir; 2 
58 1 £3 
1 
1 


of his Illuſtrious Houſe in the Preben, - Link. 
Now that this is made a Charge againſt 


Vs needs no other Proof, than the eonti- I 


Us, both in Wi- 
etence, 


nual Aſperſions caſt upon 
ting and Converſation under this 


by ſuch as would fain be thought 
Friends to the Government than other 
_ g As 2 for no better reaſons, than 
at an Eleftion the C 17 rey ge- 


Vote againſt the Party: 


they 


or at moſt from the blameable Conduct of © | 

ſorhe few Perſons, who are very inconfide- 
rable, compared with the Venerable Body to 
which they belong. But let us deſcend 10 


Us as juſt Cauſe 8 
we ought not to "be treated with Re- 
Mecred ta the i 
ren 
Revolution; and pay but an unwilling and fort'l ⁵ 
Obedience to the Civil Authority of the Na- 


t better 
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of the Generality of | 5 fl 
the Clergy ; there would be little room to Il ; 
in their Vindication. But I hope, 
upon a  diftin& Survey of the Patticulats ll; 
iſts, to prove. that there 
are no ſufficient i; grounds to faſten ſuch an , 

em, with relation to any if ( 
this heavy Charge. And that 
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But that none 2 
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their Country: And ſince every one that 


5 
1 
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ſits in Parliament, gives all imaginable Se- 
curity, all the Security that Oaths can give, 
of their good Affection to the Government; 
with what ſhew of Reaſon can a Mark of 
IJ Pi/afe#iop. be ſet upon thoſe, who give a 

SE ote 
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Vote to ſend em thither, how diſpleaſing 
ſoever it may be to Men engaged in ano- 
ther Intereſt? Who might as well be fu- 
ſpected by the cantrary Party, of Crimes 
Which they never thought on, becauſe they 
or — A. 
Ix is much to be feared, that our un- 
reaſonable Heats and Diviſions, will one 
time or another bring inevitable Ruine and 
Deſtruction upon our Heads; as they were 
the chief Cause, next unto their Vices and 
Immoralities, of the Miſeries that befell 
firſt our Britiſp, and afterwards our Saxor i 
Anceſtors; as Hiſtorians have obſerved: 
But I am fatisfied, the Clergy cannot with 8 
any manner. of Reafon be charged with 
the Promoters of thoſe Diviſions ; nei- 
ther can their Voting on either Side, with 
any fair ' Conſtruction be ſo interpreted; 
which being a Matter of Privilege, it 
ſeems very hard they ſhould not have the 
ame Liberty as all other Men, to Vote ac- 
| cording to the Meaſure of the Obligati- 
ons they have received; fo long as they 
are conſiſtent with a good Conſcience , i 
|] and the beſt Senſe of their Minds, with- i 
out having a Mark ſet upon them to 
ke them odious. For tis unreaſonable 
2. THAT all Men ſhould be of the ſam 
Opinion, with relation to the Method of ſerv- 
ing the Government: And fo long as the 
End propoſed is the ſame, viz. the Publick 
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#24; as there is no reaſon why they ſhould | 


1arrel with one another, Which is the 
reſt way to obſtruct it) ſo neither is there 
y reaſon, Why the one ſhould endeavour 
infuſe Fealouſies of the other, With the 
Fovernment, which both profeſs by dif- 
rent Means to ferve. We are often told, 
Fith relation to our! Religicus Differences; | 
Wat we muſt never expect 2!! Men to be of 
e /ame Mind; as an Argument for mutual 
Nove and Forbearance: And is not the fame 
eood an Argument for mutual Forbear- 
ce, with regard to our Political Differences ? 
: Mpecially ſince we have all promiſed and 
- Fora the ſame Allegiance, to the higher 
wers under which we live; and there- 
;- Ne cannot be juſtly ſuſpecked of entertain- 
= _ Schemes of Policy; prejudicial or 
; MWltructive thereunto. Whereas the wild 
nmions of Diſſenters are maniteſtly de- 
ide to the Peace, and indeed to the 
ry Feing of ths Church of England; which 
ery Clergyman may J hope be allowed 
. Love, and profeſs his Zeal for: Not- 
ichſtanding that it is alſo objected againft 


v# a | 4 * » 


2 - | | | , 
. As an Argument of our Diſaffection to 
ſpreſent Government, that We declare 
rſelves with greater zeal than ſome Men 
Ee, againſt Diſſenters of all Denominations. 
It it is hard to conceive, what relation 
Pere is between the Affection of the Cler 
the Government, 2 their Teal again | 
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Diſſeaters. Are they ſo much in favour, 
that Affection for them ſhould be the Teſ 
of our Affection for the Government? It 
were a reproach to the Government, to 
make ſuch. a Suppoſition. For tho? his pre. 
feat Majeſty, after the Example of his Roy. 
al Predeceſſors, has promiſed them Protedti- 


— 


on; yet he has never, as I can find, pro- 


* * a 


miſed them Encouragement : And the Law, 
which exemipts them from the temporal Pe. 
nalties to which they were formerly liable, 
goes by no means juſtify them for depart- | 
ing from the Communion of the Church. | 
It only gives them a temporal Liberty to 
ſerve Gop after their own way, ſo long as | 
they continue quiet and peaceable, with a re: | 
gard indeed to ſcrupulous C 1 apa but 
Without offering any Apology for the Schiſm | 
. whereof they are guilty, or hindring the 
Clergy from repreſenting the Guilt of it to 
them in a proper way. How then is the 
Government concern d in the Diſpute? 
And what can be the meaning of endea- 
vouring to make the Government jealous of 
the Clergy upon this account? 


8 4 


Fox tho” a Man may be a very good to 

Subject, ſo far as concerns his Quietneſs and t 
pe aceable Submiſſion to the Government; yet | 

does it not thence follow that he muſt be a 
good Chriſtien : And can it be thought miſ- 
zecoming the Clergy, whofe Buſineſs it is, | 
to inveigh againſt Vice of every kind, Who- 
ver the Perſons; be that are chargable with tho 
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it? Can any one's Qzzetreſs under, or even 
Leal for the Government excuſe him for 
Prinking, or Swearing, or any other grie- 
' WY vous Crime, or make it criminal for thoſe, 

who are appointed to watch for his Soul, to 


give him warning of his Danger, or to re- 
buke him for perſiſting in his wicked Courſe: 
of Life? And is not Schiſm a Sin as neceſ- 
fary to be rebuked, as any other? Is it 
not equally dangerous to thoſe that are 
J guilty of it? And therefore could the Cler- 
ey be counted Faithful, if they ſhould hold 
. their Peace upon this occaſion? Nay ra- 
to ther, Is not their Faithfulneſs to their Sa- 
a Wcred Truſt in this reſpect, in repreſenting to 
re. thoſe that are under their Care the Dan- 
dut ger of Schiſm, and ſo endeavouring to re- 
im ¶ concile Diſſenters to the Church, an Argu- 
the ; ment of their Fidelity and | Affection to the 
to Government? Eſpecially if it be true, what 
the has oſten been obſerved, that the Intereſt 
ec of the Church and that of the State are fo 
ea. ¶ intimately united with, and dependent up- 
« of Won each other, that whoſoever is an Enemy 
to the One, cannot poſſibly be a true Friend 
004 to the Other, But it is none of my Deſign 
and Wo at offenſively; it is enough for my pur- 
yet poſe, if T can defend the Clergy from tf 


x 2 WW Aſperſion of Diſaffeion laid to their Charge: 


To juſtify which, it is pretended, E 
. 4. Tu OW. are nor ſo zealous and 
ho- Bitter as becomes good Subjects, againlt 
ard thoſe that Refuſe the Oathe, and thereby 

= Sy _ TR. 
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diſowyn the King's Title to the Crown. But 
in anſwer to the Charge of D:/affettion up- 
on this Score, We deſire it may be conli- 
der d; that true Loyalty does not conſiſt fo 
much in upbraiding other Men with their 
Want of it, or with their Miſtakes con- 
cerning ' Government; as in. comporting 
ourſelves with all Fidelity and Obedience | 
to the Powers which Gop hath ſet over 
us. . The. Government has thought fit to 
puniſh thoſe that-retuſe the Oaths, with he 
"Loſs of ſome Privileges; and fo long as they 
continue quiet and Peasceablę under the Go- 
vernment, tho they do not expreſsly ac- 
Knowledge the Legality of it, I don't find 
but our Governors content themſelves with 
that Puniſhment :: And then what have the 
Clergy further to do to congern themſelves 
in the Cafe? And if we ſhould ſuppoſe what 
is pretended to be true, viz. that ſome of 
the Clergy ſhew Civility to the Non- Juror, 
I do not ink that this proceeds from any | 
Eſteem of their Prin:ipl:s as to Government; 
but only from a due Senſe of the Eſteem and 
Love which they were wont to ſhew for the 
Church of England: And ſince ſome of their 
Leaders have ſhewn of late leſs Affection to | 
our Church, and charged Us with the 
Schiſm which lies at their own Door; I be- 


lieve the Clergy can't juſtly be charged any 
longer with taking their part, or ſhewing 
them any other favour, than ſome will tell 
Us We ought to ſhew to All that 155 
be herb . V _ from 
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from Us, or are under Error and Miſtake. 


-HowEevsx, this the Clergy may I hope 


well inſiſt on, that their General ffectiion 
ard Obedience to the Government is amply 
_ teſtified, . by the Oaths they have taken, 
and the moſt folema Aſſurances. they have 
all along given, of their Fidelity to the Go- 


vernment upon the Foot it now ſtands. 
And what reaſon can be given why thoſe 


| | ef 95 * hich the Government it ſel F acqui: 


eſces in, and which our Enemies themſelves 
think ſufficient to ſcreen all other Orders 


and Degrees of Men, from the Imputation 


of Diſalfection and Di ſſoyaliyj, ſhould be 
thought D. fectiwe and inſignificant, When 
taken by tlie Clergy? Do they commonly 
ſhew ſuch a Diſregard to the Sacred Obli- 


a 


gation of Oaths? Do they contradict them 
by their Practice? Are they the Ring-lead- 


ers of any Seditioa or Rebellion? Haye 


they been found engaged in any treaſona- 
ble Plots or Deſigns againſt the Govern- 


ment? Who are the Perſons, that have been 
proved guilty of any ſuch Perjury? How 


many of them were engaged in the late Re- 
bellion? Who were accuſed? Who Con- 
picted of promoting it? I don't Remember 


above One of the whole Body that ſuf- 


fered upon that ſcore; and He renounced 
our Communion before his Death. One 
other was drawn into the Snare; but ha- 
ving ſince obtained pardon, and further fa- 
your from the Government, I preſume the 

%·³;ð ...... 
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= whole Body of the Clergy with Diſaffection, 

upon their account? If there be any ſuch,-. 
= Wediſown them, they are not of Us, We do 
= not take their part, let them anſwer for 

= themſelves : But that the Righteous ſhoulda be 
as the Wicked, or that the Innocent ſhould 
be reckon'd with the Guilty, That be far from 
all Men of Reaſon or Conſcience. 

. AND We hope We have good Reaſon to 
inſiſt upon our Innocence in this Caſe, ſince 
we have fo frequent occaſion to give proof 
of our Sincerity, in the Oaths We have ta» 
ken, by the due and regular Uſe of our moſt 
Excellent Litzurzy; which I preſume our Ad- 
wy verſaries will not ſuggeſt to be Redundant, 

i the repeated Prayers therein preſcribed, 
for his moſt Excellent Ma1jesTY, whom Gop 
preſerve; which I may be bold to affirm 
the Clergy do not omit, becauſe we hear 
of none that are accuſed or proſecuted up- 
on that account, And if it be ſtill ſugge- 

8 ited, that in all this We are a pack of per- 
jure Hyporrites ; that our Obedience and 
Submiſſion is forced, and the Effect of Fear; 
= the Oaths ſwallowed for our Intereſt, and 
W the Prayers uſed becauſe we can't avoid i, 

3 An 


dus Day? Let thoſe that would be thought 


fer the Ci ENU. 23 


and: keep our Preferments: I doubt not hut 
all Men of Senſe and Ingenuity will ſee, 
that this is nothing but Cæavil, and Prejudice, 
and IL will; which as no Innocence can be 
Ae from, ſo neither can any Arguments 
confute. 5 
By it may be further alledged, in our 
Viadication from the Slander of being Di 
affected to the Government; that the Clergy 
have been marvelouſly ſerviceable, to Pre- 
ſerve and Confirm the Laity in their Obediene 
to it; as they were at firſt very inſtrumen- 
tal in ſettling the Foundation on which it 
ſtands. For who were they that made 
that noble ſtand, againſt Popery and Arbi- 
trary Power in a late Reign; while the 
Diſſenting Faction made their Court to the 
Unfortunate Prince then upon the Throne, 
by Sneaking and Flattery ? Were they not 
the Clergy ? Who were they that ſuſtained 
the firſt Onſet of Popiſh Rage and Super- 
ſtition? The Clergy. Who were they that 
enter'd the Liſts, and bid Defiance to the 
Whole Artillery of Rome? The Clergy. Who 
were they that baffled and confounded the 
Champions on that Side, by ſtrength of 
Reaſon and undeniable Arguimeues, drawn 
from the Word of .GoD ?! Why, the Ho- 
nour of this Conqueſt entirely belongs to 
the Clergy of the Church of England. And 
Who can ſay, that the Benefits of this Con- 
queſt do not extend to the State, even to 
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better 
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e Wa pe Us wherein they 
have dune the Government better Service: 


Leet thoſe that exclaim againſt Us, under the 
pretence of our being Eemies to the. pre- 
feng Eſtabliſhment, give better proof of their 
Affection to it: Let thoſe that will allow 


none to have any Title ro the Character of 
Loyalty, but . as come into their nar- 
row Schemes of Policy and Government, 
give better proof of the Honeſty of their 
It is an eaſy matter to cry down 
Men that we do not Hike; and to make the 


of Mankind, believe the Clergy are engaged 
ma foreign Intereſt : if barely Charging them 
—_ ſuch ill Deſigns be taken for @ Proof of 
But ſurely Men of Senſe will eaſily di- 


| des and the Evidence ot Fact; and ſeeing 
the Clergy pay all faithful Allegiance to 
King GEORGE, will acknowledge their Pra- 
ctioe to be the beſt Interpretation of their 
Principles : And that in all Equity of Con- 
ſtruction, when they preach a Reſiſtance 
and Rebellion, even in gener 
out mentioning . Exce 


| ence which i is due to the preſent Government 


ee Enemies may ground- 


leſly inſinuate their Doctrines to be calcula- 
ted for the Service of one on other ſide the Na- 


and Pc e for King George, We mean 


the 
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Varhiaking, which is much the greateſt part 


between the Suggeſtions of Preju- 


terms, with- 


ptions, which are beſt 
ungerſtood, they mean to enforce the Obedi- 


ter; and that tho? we have taken the Oaths, 
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the Pretender. © What is in the Hearts of 
« Men we neithef can judge, nor ought e- 
4 fily to ſuppoſe? Bat certainly we ought 
not to conclude it contrary to what they Do, 
as well as what they Say: And if their Prin- 
ciples will ſecure their Allegiance; it ſeems 
unreaſonable to charge them with ill De- 
ſigns, which they openly Diſa vorn. 
Some of the Clergy,” it may be, pay 
Obedience to Ni George chiefly becauſe. 
he is in Poſſeſſion of the Crown: But ſo 
long as they acknowledge Poſſeſſion to con- 
vey @ Right; ſo long as they have bound* _ 
themſelves by their Oaths to defend this 
Right; and by the ſame have diſclaimed the 
Right of any one elſe; fo long as they o.õn, 
that the Powers that be are ordainetl of Go 
(and this they cannot deny, without contra- 
dicting St. Paul;) and fo long as they own. 
themſelves oblig d to be ſubject to theſe Powers, 
not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake; 
what juſt 2 of Suſpicion do they give 
of their being Diſaffected? What better 
proof can cha that ſubmit to the Govern- 
ment upon any other Scheme, give of their 
Allegiance or Sincerity ? Were all Mens 
Principles thoroughly ſcann d and examin'd, 
tis poſſible there might be ſome Flaw diſ- 
cover'd, in thoſe that value themſelves moſt 
for their Zeal for the preſent "Eſtabliſhment # - - 
that might be wrelted by their Enemies, to 
the prejudice of their boaſted Affection: But 
I know that Recrinanation is not Argus 
ment. | D Abb 


An F Kr r 


A LL therefore that 1 ſhall obſerve farther) | 
and that eſpecially in reference to the Fender | 
andinferior -Clergy, againſt whom ehiefly the 


7 of Diſa ee ſeems to be. levelled; 
uppo 


8 


the Biſhops, and ſome Others of + 
ons in the Church, às to allow them to be 
goed Subjects, 
George; becaule their Zeal and Affection is fo 
well known, that they cannot for Shame, or 
die. dare nor, call it into diſpute) I fay, all 
that I have more to obſerve; with fegard to 
the Younger Clergy, is this: That it can- 
not he ſuppoſed, they ſhould have any leſs 
Regard or Veneration for the Goverhment, 
than their Superiors in the Church ;- beckuſe 
= (here be any room to. ſuppoſe any -Diffe: 
ence, they have leſs reaſon to be Difſatiſ- 
fed, ſoraſmuch as they came upon the Stage 
of the World; ſince the Laws relating to the 
Settlement af the Crown were made. 
The Revolution 15; — eat Era hes 
our fu DA takes its date; and if 
ſome. of the Clergy, who had. ſar: Alle 


giance to King James, might with-ſomeſhew 


33 Oats, age inſt their taking any new ones; or 
the rege, of the Methods taken 0 
change the Government at that time; or 

any other pretences, which I am not in a 

* to judge ny as the reaſon of their 


ſe beranſe'they are moſt · defeneeleſs, 

be abuſed) with: Security (for out 
Adverſaries are ſo Civil to moſt of Lords 
Stati 


and true Friends to King 


of Reaſon pad the Obligation of thoſe 
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is all thig to 


2 7 - 
9 Eſtabliſnment: What 

oſe of us, who either hawe 
heen he fince the Ręvolution ; orelſe were 


not then capable of Diſcerning betweenGood 
and Evil; or at leaſt were not come to Years 


Vin the CL LERG v. 
Dillike;of the 


of Maturity and. Diſcretion; to promiſe Fi- 
delity to any Government? As none of thoſe 


that can now be called the younger Clergy 


| In We hayefound the Government well 


d and eſtabliſhed, and we cannot but ſup- 
5 it Was placed at firſt upon a ſure and ſolid 
dation; The Legiſlature has determin d 


to ö we ought to pay our Allegiance ; 


We conchide,-.that ſo many wiſe and great 
and good Men have directed us - right,” "and 
done nothin g but what they can jultity,* both 
by the Laws of Gov and Man. We are not 


Laws to have Knowledge enough ia the 


ws and; Conſtitution, to determine the 
Rights of our Princes.; and as We are not 


* that reaſon capable of Judges of aps 


ther, ſo We may ſafely conclude that the 
Prince i in Poſſeſſion, who has been folemgly 


8 e the States, has the only 
Raght to our Allegiance, + Right that makes 
all further Enquiries on our part-neetHeb: 


Otherwiſe, as there:would never be any end 
of Change, ſo neither of Seruple; « + 
ALL therefore that We have: to dis is to 


* 
% my "yh 25 


0h and Submit ; and We may very juſtly e 


that where we pay our Wbeazence, there 


210 the World ſhould conclude-our Af 
1s e till it appears by any Fact, charge- 
D 2 


able 
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ahle upon the generality of the Clergy, that 
We have — all fa vourable Conſtructi. 
on of our Behaviour: Which I hope, by 
what has been faid, appears to have been 
ſuch, as to give no juſt Cauſe to our · Ene- 
mies, to charge Us with Diſaffection to the 
Preſent Govermment. „„ 

Bur after all that we can ſay in our Vin- 
dication from the foregoing Charge, We 
ſhall ſtill, I am afraid, lie under the Suſpi- 
cion of Prevarication and Double- dealing in 
this Matter; if our Enemies can make good 
the next Article which is alledged againſt Us, 
as the reaſon -why. We do not deſerve that 
favour and regard, which heretofore was 
wont to be ſhewn to the Clergy, viz. 


II. Trar We ore Popiſbly affected, and 
ſtrongly inclined to the Dotirines of the Church 
cf. Rome ; that we. have mor: favourable 

thoughts, and make larger Advances towards 
their Religion, than is conſiſtent with our b:- 
ng * and true Proteſtants. 

No for what concerns the being Popiſb- 
effected, as it relates to the Government, I 


a * 
7? 


with regard to our Approbation of the car- 


rapt Doctrines of the Church of Rome, as is 


_ ſuggeſted againſt us, I can hardly think our 
Enemies themſelves ſincere in this part of 
their Accuſation; or that They verily be- 
lieve and are perſuaded, that we are ſp well 
anclin'd to the Romiſh Religion and Su 
ee tions, 


oße enough has already been ſaid. But 


perſti- 
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tions, as they would have us thought to be. i 
For they cannot be ignorant, that- in our "i 
Oaths we expreſsly renounce all manner ß M 
Subjection to the See of Rome ; that We di/= - 


claim and reject all and every one of the Pe- 
crees of the Council of Trent, or the Additi> 
ons the Romaniſts therein have made to the 
truly Ancient and Catholick Faith; that We 
d;ſowp all their Heretical Doctrines concerning 
Purgatory, Pardons,. the Worſhip of Saints 
and Angels, Images and Relicks, the Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs, Tranſubſtantiation, Pray- 
ers in an unknown Tongue, Sc. In ſhort, 
that We conſent and ſubſcribe to the Truth of 
all the Articles of the Church of England, which 
are fo flatly contradictory to the Tenets of 
the Romaniſts, and fo uncapable of being 
wreſted to countenance them; beſides that 
our Liturgy conſtantly uſed by Us, is ſo t- 
 terly irreconcilable with their ſuperſtitious 
Worſhip; that if all this be not a ſufficient 
Teft of our Opinions as to Doctrine, *tis 
impoſſible for the Wit of Man to deyiſe any 
more certain Teſt, or for the Clergy to 
give any more, ſatz5fadtory proof of their De- 
teſtation of the Errors of the Church of Rome. 
And where then is the Juſtice of thoſe that 
endeavour to repreſent them as Favourers, 
and leaning towards Popery? Can it be for- 
gotten how bravely they ſtood in the Gap, 
and witneſſed a good Confeſſion, when in a late 
Reign Popery was coming in, like an arm- 
ed Man upon the Nation? Can the Cham 
PROS 
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— of the Proteſtant ea be 2 ty, 
pected of Deſerting to the Enemy? Or ſhay 
thoſe that could — be fort d, be lightly 
_— voluntarily to go over to the Eng 
? <''Notwi ding, to uſe the Words 
of Dr: Biſs, © 1 from the Martyrdom of 
dur Reformers, down to the late Impri. 
< ſonment of our Biſhops ; from the Retor- 
< mation down to thus Daz They (I might 
7 T . have y their. Pens and 

© Toma by their Writing and Preach- 

y their Acting and Suffering, prov. 
4 to the World, that they have hated 
her Corruptions with a «perfect Hatred,” | 
But I know the Oppolition given to Po. 
pery by the Clergy in the Reign of K. James, 
will not be rec on'd a ſufficient Vindica- 
tion of the Modern and Younger Clergy, from 
the Sulpicion of it at this time of Day; 
auſe We fhall be told We are gone off 
from our Principles, and however ſome Fey 
| If our Great Men may retain the fameAver- 
Fon” to Popery, which they thewed. when 
the Were under the Fears "of it; yet that 
ſuch of Us as have come into the iniftry 
og the Revolation, he a better Teas 
on, and make nearer Advances towards it 
And for proof hereof it is alledged, that ſe. 
veral Doctrines preached and inculcated of 
Fog Years, with more Induſtry than ordi- 
„look very mich that w 45. Particu- 


bach, ; The Dettrine of the Þndepenites 
| Church 
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veyed through Spiritual Hands, all along 


5 Eſpecially when We farther aſſure them, 


Lay-Bap:iſm ; and that of 4 Proper Satriſiee um 


the Satrament of the Lord's-Supper. It will 


therefore be Neceſſary, to ſay ſomething of 


each of theſe Doctrines; in order to ſhew, 
that ſo far as the Clergy generally hold and 
maintain them, they do not /evour of Poperyz 
of at leaſt, that if they are maintained in a 
Popiſh Senſe, it is only by ſome Particular 
Perſons ; whoſe Conduct does not afford any 
ſufficient Argument to conclude, that the 
Clergy in general are inclin d to Popery, as 
their Enemies injuriouſly ſuggeſt. =» 

1. As to the Independency of the Church apon the 
$:ate; all that the Clergy generally maintain 


concerning it, is as I apprehend, no more, 


than that they do not derive their pure Spi- 


* +4 . 


ritaal Powers from the State: Such ag the 


Authority of Preaching, and adminiſtring 
the Sacraments, gc. And this is the Bo- 
Arine of the Charch of Encland n th 
XXXVI IL Al 4 icle, Wh 4 gide not to our Princes 
the miniſtring either of God's Word, or of the 
Sair aments; &c. Theſe Powers have been con- 


down from CurisT and his Apoſtles to the 
preſent Age; and the Clergy at this Day 
act in their Spiritual Miniſtrations by that 
Commiſſion and Authority which they derive 
from our Bleſſed Saviour, the Founder and Su- 


It is to be hoped our Adverſaries will allow: 


to 


prome Head of the Chriſtian Church: Which 
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N avoid all Cavil and Exceptions, That We 
acknowledge the Supremacy of the Crown 
over all Perjons in all Cauſes as well Eccleſiaſti. 
al as Temporal; that the Exerciſe of our Spi. 
ritual Powers may be limited as to Time 

and Place, Oe. nay, and in ſome Caſes 
wholly. forbidden particular Clergymen, by 
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the Civil Magiſtrate; that the Privileges 


and Benefits annexed to the Exerciſe of theſe 
| Powers, are Things parely Ti oral . and 
therefore that the Clergy may be deprived 
of them upon ſufficient Cauſe by the Tem- 
poral Authority; in ſhort, That We give to 
our. Princes that Prerogative in its full Extent, 
which- we ſee to have been given alwa;s to all 
oaly Princes in Holy Scripture by Go D Him- 
Ng which our Laws both Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil have veſted in the Crown, and which 
was exerciſed by the beſt Chriſtian Emperors, in 
the puren and moſt flouriſhing: 'Fimes of 

Ab that I do not herein ſpeak my own 
private Senſe only, but that of the Clergy 
in general, I appeat to our Articles and Ca- 
ors, to our Oaths and Subſcriptions ; which it 
is to be hoped will be thought by unpreju- 
dic'd Minds, of greater Weight to free Us 
from the Imputation of Inpagning the King's 
Legal Supremacy, than the raſþ and in- 
conſiderate Aſſertians of ſome few private 
Men to faſten that Imputation upon Us; 
if there be indeed any that have aſſerted 
the Independency of the Church 0 the 
47 68 El State 
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State in ſuch a Senſe; beſides the Nyn- jarors; 
S whoſe Opinions cannot certainly be thought 
any Authentick Standard, whence. to take 
an Eſtimate of the Sentiments of the Clergy 
of the Church of England. - But, 
2. Ir is further alledged againft Us to 
juſtifke the Charge of our being inclin'd to 
Popery; that We aſſert the Invalidity of Lay- 
Baptiſm. Now leaving the Clergy to form 
their Judgment concerning this Matter, 
next unto the Holy Scriptures by. the Pra- 
ctice of the Primitive Church, and in agree- 
ment therewith by the Articles, Canons, and 
Rabricks of the Church of England; which 
poſſibly may not be thought ſo clear and 
expreſs in b e as to leave no room 
for doubt or Diſpute ; it may ſuffice to ob- 
ſerve, That the Preaching this Doctrine 
even in the moſt rigid = cannot with 
any manner of Reaſon be thought any proof 
of our being Popiſbly inclined; becauſe the 
direct contfary is the declared Doitrine of the 
Church of Rome: For ſince they allow not 
only Laz-men, but even M:awives or any o- 
ther Women, to Baptize in Caſes of Neceſſi- 
ty, as Mr. Bingham and the late Bp. of S. 
tell us; how can the Diſallowing of ſuch Bap- 
tiſms be called a Popiſh Doctrine? Or with 
what Juſtice can the Clergy be cenſur d, as 
niaking a Step towards Popery tor aſſerting 


© Tro? after all, ſuppoling ir to 


Or falſe, it does not * 
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be Popi 
y any . — 
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evidence, that it is any more than the Opi- 
nion of ſome few private Men; and there. 
fre the Charge grounded thereupon, as it 
lies againſt the Clergy in general, is neat 
| and grounal:ſs, if not Malicious. For it is 
5 4 oy 7 that RR who conn for 
e Validity of La)-Baptiſm mean thereby no 
more, nh — Ha anther and Viſible Sa- 
crament is not to be repeated, when ſuch as 
have received Baptiſm of Laymen, return 
to the Communion of the Church. The 
Writers of both Sides in this Controverſy, at 
kaft as it ſtands at preſent, to me ſeem to 
acknowledge and allow, that Lay-Baptiſm 
 &' not accompanied: with the in viſible 2 
ial Grace, conveyed by the true Baptiſm of A 
the Church; that Laymer have it a in their by 
Power to diſpenſe the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; 
and therefore that ſuch as are Baptized by 
theni are deſtitute of thoſe Spiritual Benefits 
and Privileges, for the Sake of which Bap- 
tilm is deſirable. ' So that the Queſtion be- 
tween them beihg-only concerning the Me- 
thod, whereby thoſe that have receiv'd Bap- 
tiſm of Laymen are to be made Partakers of 
the Benefits and Privileges of the One true 
Chriſtian Baptiſm , Whether by repeating the 
Outward Form of Baptiſm by authoriz'd Ad- 
miniſtrators of it, or only by the Inpoſit ion of 
the Biſhop's Hands in Confirmation; I can fee 
no good reaſon, why thoſe that incline to the 
former Opinion, ſhould be reputed any more 
Favourers of Popery, than ſuch as * 
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for the latter, any further than the Practice 
= of the Primitive Church will bear them out; 
Ss becauſe indeed there is as much Popery in the 
DOs as in the Other: Or if there be any Dif; 
ference, the Charge of being Popiſhly in- 
clin'd ſeems to preſs harder upon thoſe that 
Aſſert than ſuch as Deny the Validity of Lay+ 
Baptiſm; for this plain reaſon, as I before 
obſerved, becauſe its Validity is the recerved + 
Dofrine of the Church of Rowe. But I know 
that every thing which the Romanifs. hold 
iz not Popery, however apt ſome Men may. 
be, to decry every thing they do not like un- 
der that name. Let us now Conſider, +. 
3. In the third place, Whether there be 
any better Foundation to ſupport the Charge 
of being Popiſoly inclin d brought againſt the 
| Clergy, with relation to the third Particular 
| above-mentioned, wiz. Their Teaching, as is 
pretended, the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper 
to be @ proper Sacriſice. Naw tlio there be 
| no ſufficient proof that the Clergy generally 
hold, much leſs that they commonly preach 
and teach this Doctrine; yet in V indication 
of thoſe Few that have wrote in Defence of 
it, and of Some Others who perhaps may 
entertain it as their Private Opinion, from 


— £ . =; 2 4 
— 1 — 2 — yay 4 be a > _ - / 
p N — A _— E o —— 4 pro 1 g&- \ 3 -— þ 
77 > = * — — * = I x; Abu 7 Xi En "INES 1 1 K — ＋ 2 — 2 
— — —— OS T2 


— = 1 Fi - = — pt 
— . 8 — — 
S 5 — — — PIES 
— — — — — 2 - — 2 — — ö 8 


* =P LOR 9 * 
* * 8 1 
r — 4 
— — n 7 ! * * 4 a — _ 2 — 2 = 
. + els — , Eo + ow > — __ — * — 8 _ 
oy a» * — — 2 ———— — r — —— 
— LY — - 6 TP Ks Ps © 14 — 8 Tr: II: =. 
" — ah — — 2 
— — 
— — 


A. 


2 


— 
— 
— — — KF 


= 
bs. 4 
1 
4 
= 
2 L 
1 
far 
4 [4 
4 
2 
We © 
Mil 
"oy 
7 
4 
© 
2% 
be © 
1 
3 1 
3 
M0 
T9 
* 
1 
4 
* 
1 
* 
* 
my 
1 
Fs 
"7 
1 
7 
4 
1 
471 q 
. pot 


> 
<2 
1. 
A 
am 
j 
b 
1 
s 
9 
. > 
r 


bn ů — 


— 
—— — — 
Sr ET © i er 


Arr. 


being any more juſtly chargeable with Po. 
pery upon that account, than ſuch as differ 
from them; it may be proper to conſider, 
what the Popiſh Doctrine in tlus caſe is. And 
in ſhort it is no other than this, viz. © That 
the Natural and Real Body and Bleod of 
Eg 8. CHRIST, 


3 2 — 5 : £ - 0 0 
> F 5 2 A . * * — OR" 
* A * — 3 ” us »* x ; & "YN ” 0 
2 f 1 * * * , >” al , 2 
1 5 ” + * r 
44 | * * - 22: * 38 5 I 
| . HE: 4 8 : f 
a pe) | — 4 2 we 1 £ 
5 1 * 
n 4 
: N 4 5 4 : 
5 A * *. * 


CCnxisr, together with his Soul and Divi. 

** nity, are by the Prieſt offered up in the 
© Holy Euchariſt, as a true, proper, and 
* propitiatory Sacrifice for the Quick and 
the Dead”. And this Doctrine which the 
Church of Rome teaches, in conſequence of 
their abſurd Notion of Traxſubſtentiation, our 
Church rencances and diſclaims in her XXXI" 
 - Article, in theſe Words; The Offering of Chris 
ONCE made is that perfect Redemptian, Propiti- 
ation an Satisfaction for all the Sins of the whol: 
World, both Original and Actual; and there i 
ons other Satisfaction for Sin bat that ALONE. 
_.. Wherefore the Satrifices of Maſſes; in the which 
it was commonly-ſaid, That the Prieſt did offer 
Chriſt for the Quick andthe Dead, to have Re. 
mon of Pain or Guilt, were blaſphemous Ta- 
les, and dangercus Deceiti. Neither do thoſe 
that aſſert a proper Sacrifice in the Lord's 
Supper, if I underſtand them aright, either 
_ contradift the Senſe of our Church in this 
Article, or agree with the Church of Rome, 
in their Doctrine concerning the Sacrifice of 
the Maſs. For by 4 proper Sacrifice they do 
not mean a Sacrifice of itſelf, ſufficient to 
take away Sin, or any ways 7 to 
that ane Sacrifice, which our Bleſſed Lo RDO 
made of his own Body upon the Croſs, for 
the Sins of the whole World: This perfect 
and meritorious Sacrifice they know could 
_. be offer d but Once, as the Author to the 
. Hebrews. ſpeaks, Heb. ix, 26. and that on) 
by CmnasT himſelf; But nom Once in the ent 
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peared, to put away Sin 
4 the Sacrifice of himſelf. There was no Ne- 
ceſſity that Chriſt ſhould offer himſelf often, ot 
any more than Once; becauſe by One Offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever them that are 
ſanftified, Heb. x. 14. or as our Church ex- 
preſſeth it in thePrayerof Conſecration of the 
Euchariſt, by his own Oblation of himſelf Onte of. 
fered upon the Croſs for our Redemption, he made 
a full, perfe dt, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation 
and Satisfaction for the Sins of the whole World. 
And what our Saviouk himſelf did but once, 
it is impoſſible for any Prieſt on Earth to re- 
eat, i. e. to offer the real Body and Blood 
of CHRIST again in Sacrifice to GoD, as the 
Ramaniſis pretend they do, for tlie Sius of the 
World. But as this wild Notion cannot be 
reconciled with thoſe Texts, which tell us 
that Chriſt was Once, or could be but once, 
offered to bear the Sins of many, Heb. vii. 27. 
and ix. 28, and x. 10. So neither is it the 
lame with theirs who aſſert a proper Sari. 
fice in the Euchariſt, in no other Senſe than 
the Primitive Church called it 4 Sacrifice ; 
. VIZ, as it is Repreſentative and Commemorative 
of that One Sacrifice, which CHRISF made 
of himſelf at his Death for Sin; and as the 
Material Offerings of Bread and Wine become 
by Prayer and Conſecration Significative Of 
_ CurisT's Body. and Blood, and the means 
ok making Us Partalers of the Benefits, pur- 
chas'd for Us by the Sacrifice of CHRIST 
Death. Neither can ſee any reaſon, may 
7 5 e e e e, 
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« "= Bread and Wine offered unto GoD with 
Prayer and Thankſgi ving, in the manner 
our Church DER; can with any more Im. 
Speech be called a Proper Sacri. 
fie, chan than 4 Sacrifice under the Law are 
ſo called: Since hereby We do ſhew forth the 
Lord's Death already — till he come, by ag 
plain a Command, as the Jewiſb Sacrifices 
were inſtituted to be T ypes and Preſigura- 


tions of that Oze only true and proper Sacti. 
fice, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, 1. e. 


a Propitiatory and Expiatory Sacrifice, which 


CurisT ſhould i in the Fulnch of Time onc- 
for al! offer for the Sins of the World. And 
I thoſe that find fault with any of the Cler- 
| 557 for explaining the Sacrament of the 
RD's-SUPPER in the Senſe above- mention - 
ed, would impartially conſider the Difference 
between the Tipe and the Original, between 
the Spiritual and the Natural, the Figurative 
and the Real Body and Blood of CHrisT, | 
between an Euc be and Expiatory Sacri- 
fice, between the Sacrifice of Wat — Wine 
— ps of CarsT's Death, and the 
Serrifice of Chrift Himſelf in his own Bod 
ans that our Divines aſſert the Holy — 
to be a Sacrifice in the former Senſe of 
| Words only, while the Papifts teach and 
contend for the latter ; it cannot be thought 
there ſhould be any ' ſufficient reaſon, to 
charge them with being i inclined to my 
< 26 that account, 
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Bur perhaps it will fill. be urged as 4 
further proof of our good Wiſhes and Incli- 
nations to the Church and Religion of Rome. 


III. Thar We affect a Dominion over the 
Conſciences of the Laity, and would fain bring 
them to @ greater Dependence upon ourſelves, 
than is conſiſtent 'with their Chriſtian Liberty: 
And this is the third Particular above-men- 
tioned, as a good Foundation for the gene- 
ral Complaiat made in theſe Days againſt 


the Clergy. If therefore I hey may be vin- 


dicated from this Imputation, I ſhall at the 
fame time further ſhew the Groundlefneſs of 
the foregoing Charge, brought againſt them 
of being Pep:ſbly Affected. EV ; 


Now the principal Pretence made als of 


to have it thought, that We affect a Dominion 
over the Conſciences of the Laity; which 
alſo is ſaid to ſavour of Popery, is the aſſertin 

to ourſelves an Aathority to forgive Sins, _ 


preſſing upon our People Private Confefion as 


a part of their Chriſtian Duty, in order-to 
receive the Prieſtly Abſolution; which we look 
upon as a Means ordinarily Neceſſary, to ob- 

tain the Remiſſion and Pardon of what they 
have done amiſs: In this and other Inſtances, 
carrying the Power of the Clergy to a very 
great height, as if the Laity could not be 


Partakers of the Meazs of Grace without Us, 


but that they muſt receive them thro? our 


By of all unjuſt Aſperſions in this Caſe, I can- 
not 


= 


Hands. In order therefore to clear the Cler- 
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not but obſerve,” That the Spiritual Power 
aud Authority which They claim, by virtue 
ar-their Sacred Function, is no other than 
what our Church maintains as of Right be. 
longing to them; and that by Virtue of the 
Grant made by CHRIST himſelf to his 
Church, and declared in the Scriptures of the 


As to the Power which the Clergy may 
claim to forgive Sins, it is doubtleſs to be un- 
derſtood not of an Abſolute but a Miniſterial 
Authority; as it was committed by our Lord 
himſelf to“ his Apoſtles, Marth. xvi. 19, and 
uiii. 18. and Joh. xx. 23. and from them 
_ convey'd to their true and regular Succeſſors, 
with whom it is to continue to the end of the 
World, according to our Bleſſed Savious's 
Promiſe, Ma:th. xxviii. 20. Neither does any 
Church as I can find, not even that of Rome, 
much leſs the Miniſters of the Church of Eng- 
A claim any Power Independent of or incon- 
ſiſtent with the Supremacy of CHRIST the only 
Head and Ring of his Church, or excluſive of 
the Fitneſs of the Object of ſuch Power: For- 
aſmuch as We acknowledge whatever Power 
i lodg'd in our Hands to be derived from 
unis, and to receive its Efficacy from his 
Appointment and Commiſſion ; that We act 
in his Name, by his Authority delegated to 
Us; and that the moſt Authoritativs Acts of 
-ours, particularly Prieftly Abſolutions are Valid 
only Comlit ionally, Clave non errante, i. e. upon 
Juppoſition that the Perſons to whom they 
» 


arg 


are apply d, are qualified by Faith and Repen- 
2 iefit of them. So that 
the Effectuality of our Miniſtrations depends 


upon Chriſt's Inftitution and Promiſe; and tho 
None can forgive Sins bat God onhy yet he may 


convey the Pardon which he alone can give to 


Offenders, in what Method he thinks fit: And 
fince he has appointed an Order of Men to he 
the Diſpenſers of his Grace, inſtead of quars 


relling with the Power like the Phariſees, one 
would think thoſe for whoſe Benefit it was 
deſigned, ſhould rather glorifie God who has 
given ſuch Power unto Men, and ſtudy to make 
themſelyes capable of the Pardon and Recon- 
cilation thereby conveyed. - 88 
Ir is therefore a ſhamefull and notor dus 


Abuſe of the Clergy 5: ro inſinuate that they | 
#/urp upon the Chriſtian Liberty of their Peo- 
le, in theſe Adminiſtrations and e . 


fince it appears they have a Divine Commiſ- 
fon to bear them out. And the ſame Autho- 
rity which intruſts them with Spiritual Pow - 


ers, by mf Conſequence obliges thoſe 
that fit under their Miniſtry to make ſe of 


thoſe Powers; Otherwiſe it were in vain, | 


that CHRIST has left them with his Church. 
For though We have this Treaſure in earthen 
Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may 

be of GoD, and not of Us; yet it is plain that 
it i intruſted with Us; and That is an Honour 
0 great, that if it will not juſtify our Boaſt- 
ing on that account, yet it ought certainly 


. 


0 gvempt us from the unjuſt Imputation of 
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'- Uſwrping an Authority, to which we hive 
| 7 een — Ohh Men that exerciſ; 
Authority, are Men of like Paſſions and 


Frailties with their Brethren, yet the Au- 


7 eee ging ſuch an Authority in the 


| — is CHRIS T's: And therefore whate. 
5 pendence may ſeem to be the Reſult of 


| Clergy, it terminates at laſt” io the Perſon of 
: Cir, > Cor. i 10. | 
Ap this Confideration i is a ſufficient Se. 
eurity 3 allUnwarrait able Encroachments, 
and Arbitrary-Proceedings oh their part; be- 
cauſe if they ſhould in Inſtance go be Jona 
their Commiſſion, they no onger akt in Chris ö 
Name and Stead; — their —— 
thenceforward become utterly deftizure of that 
ſaving Efficacy, which accompanies them 
when regularly performed, according to our 
Lord's Appointment; with a due regard to 
the Qualifications of thoſe that receive them 
at their Hands. And our Church is ſo ſenſible 
that her Authority is limited, not abſolute, that 
the claims it with Modefty, and exerciſes it 
with Caution. She plainly enough aſſerts the 
Power of Abſolution in the Name of CHRIST 
to be entruſted in her Hands, by the Ap- 
pointment of ſeveral Forms of it for the uſe 
of her Miniſters, both in her Publick and Pri- 


vate Adminiſtrations; But theſe Forms are 


Worded with ſo much Wiſdom and Humility, 


as to cut off all manner of Pretence for the 
3 that rogers Vis wth em + —4 
ei 


4 4 . = : 


for the [© LERGY, 4% 
r upon the Prerogatiue of CHRIST, or 
Liberty. of her Lay- Member s. 
OG particular Abſolution, if that be 
what our Enemies have in view in this part 
of their Charge, I don't find that our Church 
exjons it as neceflary ta the Remiſſion of Sins 
in ordinary Cafes: And if ſhe empowers her 
| Miniſters in ſome extraordinary Caſes, as in 
the time of Szckneſs a danger of Death, or 
ore the rece of the Holy Communion, 
=, Dilpenſe duch a comfortable Aſſurauce of 
Pardon and Reconciliation to thoſe who de- 
fire it, and are qualified to receive — Bene 
fit of: it: This is ſo far from being an Argu- 
ment, that the Clergy affect an unwarrant- 
able Dominion over * Conſciences of their 
Brethren, that it is on the contrary an evi- 
dent Proof of their tender Care, and hearty 
Deſire to ſerve and Aſiſt them to the utme 
of their Power in the Spiritual Affairs of + 


Souls. Indeed the Miniſter is not to pro- 
dicial Abſolution, 


nounce this Particular or J 
but upon ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins made by 
the Perſon that deſires it: And this I pre- 


ſume is the great Grievance, that ſticks. in 
the Stomachs of thoſe that cavil at the Spi · 


ritual Power of the Church, and Authorit ay 
of the Clergy ; that = ſhou'd upon a 
occaſion - be * liged to lay 
their Souls to 4 Prief, an 


and that the Privileges 


neceſſarily paſs through Our Hands... 


* order is 7 remove this Obs. 


ſiog 


open the State 1 | 


and Benefits of the Chriſtian Religion muſt i 


= — — — © +9998 * — 
** » 
— * _ * * o * 


2. . — 
SW —— =. x.— tz 


TIF IIS 7 a. 47 2 —— — * 
p ES. 5 — : — 


— — - : 
rn + * 
Xx = p p 
- — > * — +> 
* man 1 — _ 222 5 — A - — — — 
2 r tr r 3 
. — MA yo. ET RR ny — 2 : 5 e 
2 — v A 2 — . > 0 4 4 . J_ ras — — 
n 1 - 22 5 — b AS < — * = = 
— * — 4 f * — 1 * 


A - 2 — — 


— — — 
— * 4 4 
. , > 
— LAS oy - = 9 
oa. = + \ * — - 
— . . — oy : — — po” — dn 0; * - A 3 ene r Wn wo cy” ov. a 5 Cz 
fe > . ——ů—ů > = CO 4 . — — E 3 A-ee” coy —_— uy 4 = —_— 
of tb. — — 2 — EA — 8 <A — ESCEtY '- — : | een ——— —— AJ i os 
— - a — — — wy 5 — oo S — TEES a F = . 6 + 
— 5 — 5 AL. — — — — * i by INS. — 2 1 
Y — I LR — 3 __—— bs D © 


— — 
r -_— — 


2 TOI 
d 


r > 


* % : E 2 * k * N 9 * * 2 2 2 "2 , 2 K 20 * Sm” — 1 a 5 I : 2 =Y : * : ES Tue” 5 4 2 1 * _ * . N Oy 6 * * a N 5 e pu We” 0 8 , - "EA * * * * 25 
bs * * He 5 55 4 / 4 o ; 4 7 PY Fe; "TY fe . * 1 2 ht} FE: 4 L 
* * * * _— x | j A La * : 7 
> N — Ka > ai I * 20 on Mw 
N Ne” | £5 PER * # 4 s 0 ” * % * 
pe d * 1 . » ** 2 , 1 % = — 

5 U + . » 1 

o N I 
* & © 2 
N * 
* : * 
| ® 


ion of Complaint, Tobſerve, That as Parti. 1 
eulay Abſolution is not, ſo neither is Partice. bi 
: cy our Church to be ordinarily Nereſ. | 
, for obtaining Pardon and Forgiveneſs. Tt 
zs indeed highly «ſeful and expedient for the 
Comfort of the weak and doubting Chriſtian, 
and as a Preparatory Qualification for the 
Benefit of Particular Abſolution ; and in that 

caſe our Church recommends it: But ſince 
She hath taken care that ſuch as 2 t the 

y 


Daily Divine Service, and the Com- 
munion, ſhall never want the Benefit of a 
General Abfolution, if they be truly Peni- 
tent; as this is an Argument that a general 
Confeſſion of Sins in ublick, and a particular 


- Confeſſion to Gop only in private is ſufficient, 
commonly ſpeaking, to entitle them to the 


Benefit of ſuch Abſolution: So is it an Ar- 
gument alſo, that ſuch a General Abſolution is 
all that the Clergy intend, when they aſ- 
ſert Sacerdotal Abſolution to be a Condition 
ordinarily zeceſſary for the Forgiveneſs of 


+ AND if any ſhould ftill find fault, as poſſi- 
© bly they may, that they cannot be Partakers 
the Means of Grace without Us, and that 
"after all our Conceſſions we ſtill aſſume to 

ourſelves the 'Diſpenſation af the Privileges and 

Benefits of the Chriſtian Religion, and there- 

fore that the Charge of our Affecting a Do- 

minion over their Conſciences ſtill holds good 
againſt Us; I can only anſwer, that thus * 
l | | V 
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_ vilat hag h appears to be rais d againſt Ci 
himſelf: uſe it is evident from the Scrip- 


tures of the New T ut, that He has a. 
ah left with his Church, the Authority found 
fault with; He has thought fit to entruſt the 
. Clergy lawfully and regalarly ſent, with very 
great Powers; and therefore it is not fit,” or 
indeed properly in our Power to renounce or 
diſclaim them. He does not diſpenſe the Out- 
ward Means of Grace immediately by him- 
ſelf, hut has been pleafed to appoint the Mæai- 
ation and Miniſtry of mortal Men, as the ordi- 
. nary way by which he conveys to thoſe that 
believe in him the Privileges of the Religion 
they profeſs. - And ſince He is the Head over 
all things to his Church, I know not who has 
any tlung to do to call him to an account for 
ſo doing; or to arraign his Goodzeſs, Juſtice 
or Wiſdom upon this account. 
O the contrary, he might very juſtly 
have heen thought to have been wanting to 
his own Honour and Greatneſs, if he had not 
appointed ſome Order of Men to be as it 
were his Cauſtant Attendants and Servants, 
by whoſe Miniſtry the Benefits of his Religt- 
on, and the Privileges of his Spiritual King- 
dom might be carvey:d to his People: Since 
it is thought reaſonable even among Earthly 
Princes, to have ſome of their Subjects of e- 
minent Rank and Quality always near their 
Perſons, as a Guard to Majeſty; whoſe Buſi- 
ngeſs and Office it is to receive Petitions, or 
other wiſe to introduce ſuch of the Subjects as 


Man. 


46 "An A0 ak 


cannot reaſonably expect immediate. 


Accel 


the Perſon of their Prince, 
vied upon N = I never. heard 
any ſo unreaſonable as to think it fitting, the 


the Speech 


Ault, that Go ſhould think fit to diſpenſe 


hisSpiritual Bleſſings and Favours, ordinarily 
| only by Spiritual Perſons, and in 


he 1. Su of the Son of Sirach, Eccls. 


_— Wang _ whom be Bagh — — . 


ITT our Commiſſion, as it is contain- 


ed in the Holy Scriptures; and as long as we 
are tyed down to the Rules and Rubricks of 
the Liturgy in the Exerciſe of this Commiſſi- 
pa ; In ſhort, as long as it does not appear, 


that We have aſſumed any thing more to 
ourſelves, 
have given Us Authority for; I can ſee nd 


manner of Reaſon for raiſing a Clamour a- 
gulf Us upon that account, And if not- 
| our Adverſaries ſhall 
Rin revile Us, with the Diſcontent and in the 


4 


tale 


8 al this, 


Words of Koreh and his C auf an 
ar? ; 


unto Us 2s * did to > Moſes a 


45 
— 3 


themſelyes to their Prince. And tho the Mi- 
'who have the * © wait ſo near 
y en 


Thi ſhould be left. Naked]; or that there 
be no more Ceremony i in coming to 
of the King, than of a private 

And Who then can wonder or find 


than what our Lobe and his Church 


b : N , —— F 0 | : R _ ; * 
P 4G ” - wy * 4 
* N . * 1 * : . | 4 
. * 2 p » — * 198 
% N 4 * > g . 1 4 THE 
F . ane 4 4 £ 7 * ; 5 2 SO p * . * 1 
* = * 4 
x * " ” 4 | 
* p o A 4; 
. It 
4 4 * 1 1 
- . W * 5 
71 
i 
1 
. 4 


| take too much apon Tow, ſeeing all the Cangre- 1 
gation are Holy, every one of them; Wherefore i; 
then lift you ap yourſelves above the Congregatin 4 
an of the Lord Numb. xvi. 3. I can only 

put them in mind of the dreadfull Vengeance 

that overtook thoſe Preſumptuous Men, for 
gathering themſelves with ſuch Inſolence tage- 
ther againſt the Lord, as their murmuring. 
aint Moſes and Aaron Was 3 = 
v. 11, and adviſe them not to perſiſt in their 

Sin, that they do not expoſe themſelyes to. 

their Puniſhment, and that they be not as Korah. 
and as his Company. _ * „ 

I HAVE not particularly inſiſted on the 
other part of the Power of the Keys, viz. 
that of Retaining Sims, Which our Loxp has 

Alſo entruſted with his Church for Edification, 
decauſe it is not ordinarily claimed by private 

Clergy-men, and the Exerciſe of it is under 

ſuch Reſtrictions, as to leave but little room to 

our Enemies to charge Us with #nwarrantable 

Uſurpations on that Score. However the 

Power itſelf ſtands upon the fame Foundati—- 

on, with that of Remitting Sins; and is to be 

ſupported by the ſame Arguments, againſt 
thoſe who make Exceptions againft it. 

AN'd thus much will, I hope, be thought 
ſufficient to vindicate the Clergy, from the 

Charge of affefing an uuwarrantable Dominion 

over the Conſciences of the Laity, and con- 

ſequently from being inclin'd to Popery, in 
thoſe Inſtances which have been brought to 
ſupport that Charge. However We muſt not 
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Us, Our Enemies pretend there is room 
enough for a general Complaint againſt Us, 
_ account of our Perſonal Immoralities ; for 


IV. We are become, if their Words may 


be taken, ſo. Degenerate and Corrupt in our 


Camverſation and Manners, as to have forfeited 


e that Love and Efteem which might otherwiſe 


be due to Us, on account of our Sacred Chara- 
der: And this is the 4th part of the Charge, 
whereby ftich as- have III-will to the Cler- 
* gy chink to juſtify themſelves for their un- 


Treatment of them. This indeed muſt 
be owned a very juſt cauſe of Complaint, 
_ If it can be as ſubſtantially proved, as it is 
confidently alledged : But as long as there is 
no other Proof of this heavy Accuſation, but 
the bare Aſſertion of thoſe that bring it, it 
is as.caly- for the Clergy to Dem, as for 
their Accuſers to Afirm. Nay, and I am 
alſo in hopes that Their Denial will in the 
Opinion of all unprejudic'd Judges, be deem d 
à ſufficient Confutation of the Accuſation; 
becauſe tis plain our Enemies do not want 
Malice to make it good, if the Proof was 
Bux if They pretend they can prove it, 
I may then be allowed to ask them, How 
comes mow that there are no more Com- 

plaints ged againſt Us an 85 the N Spiritual 


Conaris? 


7 


1 on N EE R G = 49 h 5 
there ſhould be ſo few Proſecations car ry'd & 
_ on againſt Delinquent Clergymen ? If the ll 
Corruption be ſo general, it their Crimes 
be ſo great, as is pretended,. Why is not Ap- +3 
plication made to my Lords the Biſhops to bn 
| Silence or Suſpend them? Why are they not | 
accuſed by thoſe that have Knovleage of their KM 
Offences, that being finally found guiliy, they : 90 
may by juſt Judgment be Depoſed ;, according | 
as it appertianeth to the Diſcipline of the Church, i 
by the XXVI Article? "This would be a 30 


ſignal piece of Service to the Church, as it il 
0 


would redound very much to Her Honou- 1 
and Security, to have all Occaſions of Of. in 
fence removed. But while Men endeavour vi 
only to Traduce and Vilify the Clergy, by 
bringing againſt them a General Charge of 
Immorality, which they cannot, and never at- 
tempted to prove; it may ſuffice to anſwer 
in general, That it is FALSE. 04 
AN b. I ſuppoſe it is becauſe our Enemies 
are conſcious that it is ſo, that they are care- 
ful to keep to generals, the method of thoſe 
that would not be called upon to prove what 
they ſay; that ſo their malicious Inſinuations 
may without Examination be Wallowed by 
the Unthinking Multitude, and without any 
hazard to their own perſons for making 
them: While Particular Perſons not thinking 
themſelves aggriev'd, look upon it as none of 
their concern to enter into a Vindication of the 
Boch whereof they are Members; how ready 
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ſoever they may be to take the Benefit of 
the Laws to ſecure themſelves in their 
perſonal Capacities from the Malice of ſlan- 
derous Tongues. 

Noir that after all, I would have it 
thought, that there are zo Evil Miniſters, 
no Immoral Clergymen belonging to our 
Order; the Church never ſaw thoſe hap- 
Py Days, and I preſume never will, be. 
fore the Conſummation of all things, when 
the Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, 
and they (ball gather out of his Kjngdom all 
things that offond, and them which do Iniqui. 
ty. But this I inſiſt on, that the Number 
of bad Men among the Clergy is very 


ſmell, conſidering the Largeneſs of their 


Body; I preftime not greater at moſt 
than of Oze in Twelve: And then I can't 
fze what reaſon any one has to complain 
bf their Degeneracy, who remembers that 

among the Apoſtles of our SAviou's 
_ own Choice and Appointment, the Diſ- 

proportion of the Bad to the Good was 


not leſs. Have not I choſen you Twelve, 


faith he, Joh. vi. 70. and One of you is 4 
Devil? Thus far therefore We may ra- 
ther ſeem to have deſerved Praiſe than 


Blame; and the Church of England, to 
whoſe Care, next unto Go p's Grace, it is 
owing, that more of her Miniſters are not 


yet become degenerate, than were to be 


found in the Number of the Twelve A- 
poſtles, may with much more reaſon ex- 
Ss 5 | by 


pect 
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pect to be Commended than to be Traduced: 
For indeed the wonder is greater that 
there are 20 more, than that there are ſo 


many bad Men amongſt Us. For our Ene. 


mies ſeem to have forgotten that the Cler- 
gy, however dignified with a facred Cha- 
racter, are ſtill but Men; They are not 
arrived to the Perfection of Angels, as our 
Enemies ſeem to expect; No, nor yet are 
they endued with an equal meaſure of the 
Divine Spirit with the Aaly Apaſtles; they 
are no more than Mey, frail, weak Men, of 
lite Paſſions and Frailties, compos d of Fleſh 


and Blood, and conſequently liable to the 
ſame Temptations with other Men. If there- 


fore ſome Few of them conſult rather the 
Inclinations of corrupt Nature, than the Dig- 
nity of their ſacred Character; can it be 


thought reaſonable, that the Faults of thoſe 
Few in Compariſon ſhould draw a Cloud 
over the Exemplary Virtues of the reſt of 


their Brethren ? How much leſs that their 
Faults ſhould be charged to Their Acy 
count? | ; 3 

Ir can by no means conſiſt with the 
Principles of common Equity, that the In- 
nocent ſhould be as the Guilty, even ſup- 
poſing the Vicious Clergy to be moſt nu- 
merous: But where the Di/proportion lies 
manifeſtly on the Side of the Virtuous and 
Praiſe-worthy, what Colour of reaſon can 
there be for treating them as if They 
were Al. alike Vicious? In all other Caſes 


* £ 
*., 
\ 
* 
» 
A. 


32 An AroLoGy 


the Whol: is denominated from the Major ma 


Part, and We defie our bittereſt Enemies ref 
to prove, that the Generality of the Cler- on 
gy are Immoral in their Lives; One might the 
therefore reaſonably expect, that the Ex- me 
emplary Behaviour of the Moſt might draw of 
a Veil over the Faults of 4 Few, rather than lea 
that the Faults of a Few ſhould be thought an 
ſufficient to fully the Virtues of the Mos; be 
at leaſt that the whole Boay ſhould not ſuffer Ar 


in their Reputation, for the Miſcarriages of 
ſome particular Members. This T am ſure 


is thought reaſonable, with regard to all Ce 
other Bodies and Societies of Men ; © the Er 

_< Infirmities, the Follies, the Vices obſer- de 

| * ved in thoſe of other Callings are always ot 
imputed to the Perſons who are guilty N 
of them, and are not wont to be char- tle 
& .ged on the whole Profeſſion : ? And 2 
how then comes it to paſs that the Clergy tes 
alone ſhould be denied the common Juſtice un 

and Charity, which is acknowledged to be al 
due to every one elſe ? „ 0 
Ir is none of my Deſign, (J repeat it) Ol 

to Apologize for thoſe of the Clergy , ta 
who deſerve Blame: I believe there are th 
Some, whoſe Conduct cannot be Defended; 8 
and let our Enemies make the moſt of T 
this Conceſſion, if they do but keep with- R 

in the Bounds of Reaſon and Truth. But Cl 

if the common Failings of Human Nature F 
are magnified into ching Enormities, or if ci 
the Crimes of a very Few are expos d and tc 


made 
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made uſe of to inſinuate the like of the 

reſt of the Clergy : And if theſe be the 

only Proofs they can produce, to juſtifie 

the Charge of a general Degeneracy a- 

mongſt Us; We may very juſtly complain 
of unequal Dealing; They muſt give us 

leave to ſtand up in our own Vizaication, 

and to pronounce of their Charge till tis 

better proved, that it is Malicious and Falſe. 

And ſo I paſs on to - 


V. TAE Fifth and laſt Part of the 
Complaint made againſt us, whereby our 
Enemies think to Juſtifie themſelves for 
denying us that Eſteem and Love, which 
otherwiſe would be due to Us for our 
Work's Sake; and this is, That We have lit- 
tle or no regard to the faithfull Diſcharge of 
our Spiritual Office, but all that We look af- 

ter is the Temporal Profits and Revennes there- 
wato annex'd, This allo is a heavy Charge, 
and ought certainly in all reaſon to be 
well proved, before any Conſequences - to 
our Prejudice are drawn from it. And cer- 
tainly if it could be proved, there is Au- 
thority enough lodged in the hands of our 
Governors, to remove the occaſion of it. 
The Canons and Rubricks, which are the 
Rule the Clergy are to go by in the Exe- 
cution of their Office, are in their full 
Force; and there are in every Pariſh ſpe- 
cial Officers who by their Oaths are oblig'd 
to take care that the People be not de- 
r prived 
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ped of their Miniſtry. . If therefore there Wit 

> any reaſon for Complaint, why do not {ub 
They to whom it belongs make it, to wh 
Thoſe who will be ready to give them the 
Redreſs ? Pep cie! 
Bur perhaps it will be ſaid, That if of 
the Clergy perform their Duty 20 further 2 
than Human Laws will animadvert upon them 
* Tor omitting it, this is a Proof of the lit- to 
ile regard hes have to the Spiritual Obli- the 
gation of their Sacred Office. And there- | oef 
fore T acknowledge the Force of the Argu- me 
ment, as far as relates to Particular per- fer. 
Jons, provided there be ſufficient evidence Anf. 
that they are influenc'd ozly by Temporal par 
Conſiderations. But I utterly Deny, that _ alo' 
the Generality of the Clergy are thus in- ner 
fluenc'd, or that the main Body of them obt 
bear any greater regard to Human Laws, por 
than may entirely conſiſt with the Supe- Sp1 
rior Obligations of Conſcience ; or indeed Out 
than ought to be paid to the Rule, by inf 
which the Outward Actions of Men are por 
to be Directed. Some regard may doubt- Pre 
els lawfully be had to that, which the of. 
Clergy accordingly are carefull to pay. ma 
But the chief Motive with them to Diſ- Wo 
charge their Duty faithfully, is a Senſe of if 
the great Importazce of the Spiritual Truſt tha 
they have undertaken, and of what Gop not 
xpects from them, to whom he has com- to 
mitted the Care of Immortal Souls. Tem- dei 
poral Conſiderations may have ſome weight Su 
e DE 1} * With eh 
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with them, but they are only ſecondary and 
ſubordinate to thoſe Religious Motives; 
Which firſt influenc'd them in the (Hie of 
their Function, which alone can be a ſuffia 
cient Inducement to the faithful Diſcharge 
oo Yo „ | 3 
Nou that the Clergy are not ſo very re. 
gardleſs of the Duties of their Function, as 
to make the Revenues and Prefer ments of 
the Church their Ouh or Chief Aim, as is ſug- MW 
geſted againſt Us, may among other Argu- 1 
ments appear from hence; that thoſe Fre- 
ferments and Revenues are but few of em 5 
anſwerabls to the Expence, neceſſary to pre- 
pare and fit ourſelves for the Duties going 
along with them; ſo far at leaſt as the Ges 
— * of the Clergy can reaſonably hope to 
obtain them. Every one knows, that the tem- 
poral Proviſion made for thoſe that attend 
Spiritual Offices, in much the greater part of 
our Parochial Cures, is much too ſlender to 
influence thoſe that have no other than tem- 
poral Views: Inſomuch that if Honour or 
Profit were the chief Motives to the Choice 
of our Profeſſion, we might have taken up 
many other Callings with better Proſpect 
of Gain, and with leſs Preparation of Expence: 
If therefore Worldly Advantages were all 
that We aimed at, it 1s very ſtrange we ſhould 
not have taken the neareſt and readieſt Way 
to procure them; that We ſhould have un- 
dertaken a Profeſſion the leaſt promiſing of 
Succeſs ; where we are not to expect, our 
chief Reward till another Life. Bur 
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Bur are there no Mercenary or worldly. 
minded Men among the Clergy? None 
Who eat the Fat, and clothe themſelves with the 


Moo, but take »o care of the feeding of the 


Hock? It were well if there were not; but 
ſuppoſing that there are ſome ſuch, is there 
any Juſtice in throwing an Odium upon the 


” whole Body, for the faults of a Fav? Theſe 


our Enemies will be ſure to find out, neither 
i it my Deſire to become their Advocate. 
But there is no reaſon, that the whole Order 
ſhould be made anſwerable, for the perſonal. 
Miſcarriages of every one of their Members; 
as was before obſerved. For this I muſt in. 
ſiſt upon, That Coverows and Mercenary Cler- 
Ses are but Few, if compared with the 
main Body to which they belong. Neither 
can it be wonder'd that A, ſhould not be 
alike indifferent to the things of the World, 
All egaall zealous in the Execution of their 
Sacred Office; ſince, as I before obſerved, 
there was a Judas among the Twelve A- 
poſtles, a Covetous as well as a Treache- 
Tous Judas, among thoſe Few whom our 
| - Blefled Saviour ordained to be with Him, 
is 1 to attend upon his Per- 
on. : 
 Howevex after all it cannot truly be 
ſaid of any, even the moſt. careleſs Paſtors, 
that they tate no manner of Care of the feed- 
ning of the Flock ; becauſe they cannot other- 
wiſe avoid the Cenſares of their Superiors 
in the Church. The Cure muſt be ph ß 
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ind if the proper Paſtors decline doing it 
themſelves, there are none but what Do and 
Maſt provide Curates to ſupply. their place; 
of whoſe Sufficiency for the Charge they. 
undertake, the Biſhop of the Dioceſe is to 
be the Judge ; Who therefore, whenever he 
is rightly inform'd of the true State of the 
Caſe, will be ſure to ſee that the People 
ſhall not want 4 ſufficient Miniſtry. 
Burr this it may be is the Foundation of 
the Complaint, made concerning the Cler- 
gies ſuppoſed Carelefneſs in their Office, and 
Concern onh for the temporal Profits and 
Revenues thereunto annex'd ; that they leave 
the Duties of their Function to be per- 
form'd by Stipendiary Curates, poſſibly ſuch 
as they can hire cheapeſt, who being as our 
Enemies would have it thought, under 
no ties of Conſcience, think it enough to 
attend the Pablick Daties of their Office, ac- 
cording to Agreement; and fo the other im- 
portant tho private Duties of the Paſtoral 
Care are entirely neglected, whilſt the Chief 
and Iaftituted Mipiſters live at eaſe, perhaps 
at a diſtance from their Cures, which they 
ſeldom ſee but when they come to receive 
the Profits of them. AE 
Nov tho? I have it not in my Heart to 
make any Apology for any groſs Neglect, or 
Lazineſs of thoſe who have undertaken the 
Care of Souls, or for their Non-reſidence 
where there is not a good and reaſonable _ = 
Cauſe to be given for — ; yet it is caly OS, =_ 
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2 *. "RY 1 . myfar 
EE the greater part, of the Cle 

a . us. Carelzſs or. Nor 27 801 5 * 
d there cannot be Mam. ſo Neg- 3 
Lent 3s they are repreſented in this. | part of 
rge; and I. am not concern d to en · 
ter into a Defence of a en partie lar Perſons: 
Let thoſe, Fey. therefore, if there be any, 
plead” their own Cauſe, if they haye any 
e e de 8 oh e, 
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and for "the Scandet thereby. ven to the” 

Church: The 2 kno the Wo denounc' d by 

the Prophet againſt the xe 7 who eat 

the Fat, * clothe hee e, with. the Wool , 

1 0 1 of not the F, Flack.; 107 iv. 2, 3. But 
it, may be conſider d, 

* any 9 moſt rigid and ſevere Ex- 
actors of e Reſidence and. Pe from 
Rencficed Clergynen, mi allow ſome rea- 
ſanable as, - ſufficient. aules, for them to 

u t 3 5 of their Function + 
Carates ; ſuc as old: Age, an ill, Plate: of Healt 
of thie being otherwite more uſeful Hy or ne. 
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K te wats 
1 8 I $a Bene- 
Reed Cl Wo ploy, _ mult by the 48th 
Canon 55 Ts of, and Licessd by the 
Biſhop f der 1 a Power by by LAY to 

appoint tlie competent Salary, and t 
ag. may fairly e CORE 
arc take ca care, that none 95 TR, Cler 250 
re place Over heir Ff Flocks any 


. Thall through Cov eta! fauſneſs 
r md 1 
inſufficient Cute or any other than 


wy as, 1 to the ſolemn Vow 
mad e by ith WI their Ordination, will 
give their 22 il; igence always ſo to mis 


nil er the ft ine, and Sacraments and the 
iſcipline Fry 45 the Lord, hath cam. 
Manided ; os iſe both pablick . 27k 
rivate ae 221 Eaepkatal as well | to 
the fick as to th: whole within their Cut ures, 48 
need ſhall require, and occaſion ſhall be gruen. 
And I cannot but think there is actually 
taken ſuch Hectual care concerning the Qua- 
lifcations of the Curates, whe Me the chjef Mi: 
hiſtef does not beton reſi Go there is 
2 mer of x Talon to c gl in, of — 
ad 
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Keb rake effect. But we may conſider, 
4. THAT there cannot be any ſufficient 
Grounds for making Complaint againſt the 
Clergy in general, for Non-reſidence and neg- 
king their Cures; becauſe the greater 
part of our Parochial Cures are Vicariages, 


upon which the Incumbent is obliged by 


Dab to reſide. And tho? the Biſhops have a 
Power to diſpenſe with the Reſidence even 
of Vicars, yet Iam perſuaded it will, not be 
aid, that they ever make uſe of their Pow- 


e Occaſions; 


and thoſe cannot be ſo numerous as to give 
any handle to fay, that the Cler are ge- 
 Beraly Careleſs and abſent themſelves from 
their Charge. However I hope all theſe 
Conſiderations together, will be thought a 
ſufficient Juſtification of them in this re- 
1 
nd itrei the Charge aga US veyor 
paſſubrlity of . Defence, by the Caſe 5 Plura- 
Lilies; which they may look upon as an 
unaniwerable proof, of the Clergy's having 
a-much greater regard to the temporal Pro- 


_ fits annex'd unto, than to the faithful Diſ- 


harge of their Spiritual Office. Now in 
anſwer hereunto: I admit, 3 

 »*2..T HAT the Holding of Pluralities or 
more Benefices than. one is a Privilege, as 
well. as Non: reſidence, liable to 
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F Fe Crnney. 6 | 
but it is not a Privilege m to all the bl 
Clergy, nor yet enjoy'd- by: the greater 
Number. If therefore that which was by 
our Church deſign'd for the Encourage- 
ment of Men of Superior Learning and De- 
ſert, and ſuch as are employ d in a neceſ 
ſary religions attendance upon the Nobility in 
their Families 3 which attendance may- " 
ſuppoſe be well enough reckon'd- to the 
Number of thoſe urgent Occaſions of other 
Service, which the 47 th Canon allows, 48 
a ſufficjent Temporary Hindrance from re. 
ſiding apon their Benefices : I "ay if theſe 
Privileges be abuſed, by any of thoſe 
particular perſons who - partake of them, 
to covetoxs purpoſes or any other werorth 
End, unbecoming their Holy Function; 1 
leave them to anſwer for themſelves: I 
would not be thought their Advocate, 
Their Practice does not affect the main 
Body of the Clergy, whoſe Cauſe only 
I am pleading. But I do not allow,+. * 
2. THAT apy of thoſe are chargeable 
with the Abaſe of the Privilege allowed 
by Law, ho hold more Benefices than 
one out of Neceſſity, which are not ſuffi- 
cient. ſingly to maintain an Incumbent. And 
if ſuch Benefices can be ſupplied but by 
halves, the Blame ought not to reſt upon 
the Clergy; but. upon thoſe who have 
devoured their Portiow allotted them by the 
Pious Bounty of former Ages, and have 
made the Houſe of God  forfakes for- want 
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of Meer in it, fiifficient for thoſe that bod 
attend the Work and on. of * 
Men. xii. 10, 11. Mal. in 
And whenever a” Wiſe and Rel 
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ration, an Means to make 
every Benefice in the Kingdom a Compe- 
test, 1 don't queſtion "Eng ſhall F 
E. ſubmit to a Reſfrait of the Privi- 

e of holding Plaralities; when the Rea- 
fon for allowing them ſhall ceak. | 
AND now I preſume 2 nothing 


further be alledged =_L to Pros 
the Juſtice of the fore —_— but 
what ſome Di ſconteme Et TH over- 


Men are — ready to Say, 
2 — — own Injuſtice 4 Emcroachments, 
ever more greed 
ant evalfing, e Demand for Fee 
and other of their Pariſhoners, and 
therefore dd not fo well deſerve. their E- 
—.— and Love as their Predeceſfors. But 
in aafwer to this Suggeſtion 1 muſt take | 
hve to obſerve,” 
1. THAT the Clergy will not be juſti- 
ied, for making any anrcaſondble or un. 
| Jof Demands wort their Neighbours ; but 
have Rage on their Side; there 
is _s eaſon bur They ſhould aſſert it, 
notwithſtanding t Predeceſſots might ſit 
contented under tht Wrong : And this the 
* becauſe being bur Texaits for Life, 
e can, hardly . overlook any Encroach- 
1 ments 
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hs C ene Poſe to. og ny pay winken: : = 
belonging to them, leſt hy. /«fſoring- 
> to be Defrauded, they perpetuate. 
ang, -eftabliſh the 10ng done themg:and: by 
their, . and Eaſineſs. in gatherings 
their Dues, eg d handle for — 
ble. Men tg faſten the. Iputation of Greali. 
1 2 470 Covetouſneſs upon: thoſe: that: come 

them, if they Will ot fi fille under 
the ſame. Wrong. ; but Knowing x 
Rights think, it becoming them to Defend:i 

Had the Clergy been always eu,. 
h, E agaiaft- Eneroachments; Had 
always. mindful of the. Ji, 
| Cir 2 We; 2 hays: 


el. contiayance but. Preſerige P 
2. I is well known: _ Lei 
Right. of Tithes, the chief. Support of; the» 
Parochial, ;Clergyy. is Ancienter and more 
unqueſtionable than any Title, which any. 
Ad . Men can ſhew fer: their They 

the .Cler rgics - -THle- be. good, how * 
B it; to Ur that: They. ſhould not 
haye the Liberty. to make the beſt: of: 
thr hand 12 20 ein Onm, under: the. Pro- 
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. Ae of that ee damen which "OY . 
| ry- other Man's Property ; y 

ing, how Little that their on com- 

7 Or how can they be/ blamed 
g and defending their Rights, 1 


ming theirs? It is an eaſy 
Matter to run into the popular Comptaint 
. or tricking men, Why ſhould 
the ESE GL; Ten ? But # dis 
clear, there is the ſame reaſon 
— the Farſon ſhould have the "Tenth, as 
tze Tenaut in his Landlord's Right the o- 
ter ive parts of the Land. The Tenth 
S paid but once, and had it not been re- 
* * ſor the Clergy, the Tenant muſt 
ve paid to the Landlord a 12 | 
Rent; as is done accordingly for 
Lands as are Tithe-free. And what 
Reaſon" then has the Tenant to complain 
of - the Parſor's exacting his Portion, any 
more than of his Landlord for 8 
His? But I know there are Some Who 
would fain have the Clergy reduced in 
al places to an Arbitrary Allowance, as they 
are in ſame; to depend entirely on the — 
will of the People for their Manitenance, 
tat they might call nothing their Due, nor 
baye it in their Power to make any Lega! 
Demands upon the Laity. And if once 
this their Heart's deſire could be effected, 
F 1 there might be ſome better Reaſon bo: s 
ph 
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than any produced by the infolent Author” 
of PRIESTIANITY ; neither need our Ene 
mies deſire any more ſubſtantial proof U 
is UadeniaVe Poſition. But bleſſed be G0 
the time is not yet come, for the Pariſh * 
Pri;ſt to be' retain'd or diſmiſed at pla- 
ſure, or to cringe . for his Income 
ind Revenue, as an Hireling for his Wages: 
The Clergy have the ſame Legal Right and 
Title ia moſt places to their Income, as the 
Laity to Theirs; and the fame Legal Reareſs** 
againſt thoſe that think to defraud them: 
And doubtleſs it is lawful for them, as for 
ill other Chriſtian Men, to have recourſe” * 
thereunto, whenever the perverſe or unrea- 
ſonable dealings of their N ighbours make 
it neceſſary to defend their Rights. 
Fox Lam perſuaded that mol of the Dif- 85 
putes which happen between the Clergy and 
their Pariſhioners, with regard to the pay- 
ment of their Dues, are not owing ſo much 
to the unjaſt or unreaſonable Demands of the 
former, as to the Eucroarhments and ILnature 
of the latter. And whoſoever conſiders, 
with how much Uneaſineſs and Unwilling- 
neſs the Tithes and other Dues are paid 
in many places, muſt be of this Opinion. 
Not but that there may be here and there; 
a troubleſome and vexatious Clergyman ; bur 
I think there can be no ſufficient grounds + 
to- faften that Imputation upon — ary ; 
| an of this the lace Chief Boro ord tac 0 
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8 as. to declare, That of the Maj: 
SEES EGS 
ithes, t 
ponents Te number, bs: 1 Cle a0 
hed Right on their Side: And thus We a 


en hope fafely fo far us orb: 


erality of the Clergy, through 
the Bagbear Objection a our Title to 

Tor e and Eſteem, "ken from our ſuppoſed 
| 4 to he Duties of our Function, 
and pere concern for the temporal Profits 
thereunto annex d. 

Bur there ſtill remains one Thing more 
to. be. ſaid in behalf of the Clergy, with 
relation to their Orthods in ſome few 
Tales, 1 8 of LING een A 5 | 

em with a pr 0 
Warmth ; whence our beſt Ven, take Oc- 
caſion to complain of the Growth, and In- 
creaſe of Arian and Eraſtian Principles, 
Which are too Groſs to be Defended, and 
00 Notorious to be Deny'd. | 
',.1- Now as to thoſe that are Faſt | 
blameable i in this reſpect, I profeſs I have 
nothing to offer in their Vindieation; an 
I thiak it wovld be the beſt Service coul 
be done the Church, if the Mauths of ſuch 
Men could be ſtopped. Thus much atleaſt 
might be expected from ' ſuch as are in 

Power, that they ſhould be diſcountenarc'd, 
| ers Nor do I know of an Ber Par- 
"Bic which can Aer more proper Exerci/e 


* | 3 4 | 


L 
6 
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wh Errors to be, if I may fo call cher, 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who if they will 

not keep, ſhould be kept to their Duty: And 
if the Honour of G OD, be concern'd in the 
irue Religion and a rig + Belief, which IL hope 
no Body will den); it is the Magiſtrates 
Province to me it, EVEN our Enemies 
2. Bur it A to hoped, and 1 baten 
upon due enquiry it will be found, that the 
aumber of ſuch Men is very ſmel; and Iam 
now pleading with more equal Jud ges than 
to blame the whole Body of the Clergy, for 


the wild Opinions of an inconſiderable Num- 
ber, ho pretend to beWi/e above that which is 
written: Of wh 


it may with much more 


reaſon be ſaid, than Feſtus faid it of St. Paul, 
That much Learning ath made them mad; 


dor rather that they anſwer the Character 


given by St. Paul of the Teachers, who can- 


ſent not to Wholſome Wards, even the Words 
f our Lord Feſt 1s Chrift, and to the Doftrins 


hich is "according ta Godlineſs,; They are 
+PROUD, KNOWING NOTHING, BUT DOTING 
ABouT QUESTIONS, AND STRIFES OF 
'Worps, 1 min cometh Envy, Strife, Rail- 


e, evil Surmiſings, ra We 2 
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KG l 0 torrapt "Minds, d defbitare th 
' Trath- ho the ſame Apoſtle has 455 


= . of theſe; Alſo of your oumſelves ſhall 


33 * after them, Acts xx. 30. And 
3 MG is the Wiſdom and Power of 
2 Gov: - oof ane i the Uſe He makes of 

* "the Oppolition given by ſuch Men to the 
Truth, for the Eſtabliſhment of it; 
and for the Diſcovery of its true Friends, 
5 to that of St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 19. 
Mere muit be Hereſies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manifeſt a- 
mong you. Neither was the Warning given 
8 by the unhappy Fall of Same, who 


8 © profe Ng Science falſely ſo called, have erred 


concerning 
ced toſtand more carefully upon their Guard; 


wo * as the Apoſtle exhorts, to beware left any 


_ oil, or make a prey of them, thro Phi- 
9 8 E and vain Deceit, after the Tradition of 
oh Men, ana wot 4 
4 re e, of the Godhead v Col. ü. 

8, 9. However, 
J. We hape, 


5 Jos, in thoſe deep Things of Gop which are 


- acknowledged to be above our * 


benſion: And if ſome of the Clergy al 
miſtaken in ſuch Points of Speculation, i 


: Dierlo ofes perver} e things, to araw 
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the Faith, Others have been indu- 


after Chrif : For in Him dwelleth 


. be * „ 
| 3 Rea- 


To are not Raves: to Faith or Practice ; E 


| that candid Judges ſhould give them 
a fair Hearing, and not preſently condemn 
them as . H-reticks and Innovators, till they 
appear to be incorrigible. Thus much ſeems 
their Due, by Virtue of St. Pauls Injunction, 
II. iii. 10. A Man that is an Heretich, af. 
. fer' the firſt and ſecond Admonition Rejett; A | 
_ ſufficient Intimation that he ſhould not. be | 
228 before he has had at leaſt a dow> | 
lle Warning given him to correct his Er- 
_ rors, _— he * to be Cenſur d but 
Ax NG then Thall thoſe be Juſtified, 
who not only vilify and deſpitefully uſe 
the Clergy; but alſo take. occaſion entire- 
to Rejz# and even to kidicule forme 
of the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Faith; 
in truth from an evil heart of Unbelief, o 
becauſe they may be above their Com- 
prehenſion; but under the pretence of the | 
Diſagreement of different Men (however 
All building upon the ſame Foundation, 
all acknowledging the ſame Myſterious 
Truths) in their Method of explaining the 
Madaus, how theſe Things be; in order 
the better to reconcils and make them 
more intelligible to the Reaſon of 1 

* | ": "* a_ 


ws phy; it ſeems reaſonable for them to ex- 
* 


„ Boy 
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hat are loath to believe them? For ſure, 

y the Difficelties attending the Search in- 
_ to: theſe ſublime Matters muſt be thought, 
by ſuch as conſider the Shortneſs. of Hu- 
man Sight, ſome excuſe for Difference of 
N, and ſome miſtakes in points of 
Nr conſequence; ſo long as they hold 
the bead, ſo long as they do not appear 
9 Tn 8 malicious 9 * ſubvert 
the Tru y making uſe of different Me- 
diums to eſtabliſh it. This is the moſt 
that can be faid in behalf of thoſe that 
are miſtaken : For I would not be thought 
to carry the Defence of the Clergy, any 
further than may conſiſt with the Intereſt 
of Trath, and Eſtabliſhment of the Faith once 
delivered unto the Saints, "5 
„ Tugxe, are it may be ſome few Par. 
ticulars, more than have been ſpecified 
in the foregoing ' part of this Apology, 
which may have been wreſted by Men 
of” little Wit and a greet deal of Malice, 
| to Expoſe and Blacken the Clergy : But 
being ſuch, as either may be referred to 
one or other of the Articles already urged 
- againſt them and confuted, or are taken 
from the blameable Conduit of a few par- 
ticular Perſons tg being matters 4 mw 
Swogeſtion palpably owing to prejudice anc 
| Me a 3 look lle an Affront to 
the reaſonable part of mankind, to ſup- 
poſe them capable of entertaining any 

prejudice againſt Us upon that _— 
3 | 8 or 
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"hs that, which & beneath 4 Notice, 
Cannot certainly want an with 
my Men. 987 

o that if the Clergy make uſe of the 
Bidding Form of Prayer before Sermon, 
according to the Letter of the 55th Ca- 


2 there can be no need of en: 


into any further 1 of them | 


for . at there Practice; eſpecially aſter 
what Mr. Mheatiy has . upon that 
Subject. Or if occaſion be taken to charge 
thorn with Pride and Haughtineſs of Be- 
haviour, upon no other grounds than the 


Remarks made by ſome Cenſorious or pee 


wiſh Humoriſts, upon the Dreſs or Mien * 
ſome few - upon Younger Clergy ; in 
whom it ſeems it is teckon'd as great a 
Fault to want a Beard, as it was among 
the Philoſophers; the Maliciouſneſs and Par: 
tiality is ſo much more evident than the 
Js ice of this Complaint, that it cannot 
eſerve a particular Confutation. Or laſt- 
N if they are Triduced as medling with 
tate-Affairs for no other reaſon than preach- 
ing Subjection to the Civil Magiltrate, ot 
V emaicating the Conſtitution of our Church, 
as it's Intereſt is link'd and infe parably 
United with that of the State: The Founs 
dation of this Char * too {light to 
move any conſidering Men, and therefore 
we * will not rant any further Apo- 
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> he , 
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non, their Loyalty having been already 
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than may be drawn from what has 
Don the Whole, I hope I may now 
leave it to the Judgment of Impartial 
Men, whether the Conduct of the Clergy 
has been ſuch, as to give any juſt Occa- 
tion of Offence to any amongſt Us; or to 
juitthe the Clamours which their Enemies 
on Age have rais'd againſt them: 
ind if They have been Blameleſs, ſo far 
as relates to the main Body of them, 
Allowances made for Human Weakneſs ; I 
may then ask, Whether they have not 
greater reaſon in their Turn, to com- 
Plan of the Treatment which is the oc- 
- cation of this Apology ? Whether the im- 
mediate Servants of CrurisT, and Stewards 
ef his Houſhold, are not entitled to Re- 
ſpect and Honour, in proportion to the 
gi of their Character, and the Grea:- 
of the Maſter whom they ſerve? Or 
whether they can be defrauded of the 
Honour which is their Due, without an 
Hunt unto Him 1 ſince 
- our Saviour has expreſsly declared their 
e e e e che 
 fhat ſeth you, - deſpiſeth me; that 
3 Ae me, defoiſerh Him that ſent me? 
Au therefore whether they can be tra- 
* duced, as anmarrant aby aſſuming to Them- 
| felves more Honour than is their Due, for 
Aying claim to the Se, and Character, and 
Treatment to be paid the Ambeſſazors of 


CHRIST; 


* =o cw „„ : 


2 * a 2 : 12 7 1 Y EN N 5 * 2. 
. * 4 * 
1 , a 
— 1 3 ou 2 
, * vt j 1 % _— 
— 2 * * 3 Y 
0 * # - * 7 
es I 2 5 - 
— * - 
. Ld 7 4 — 


S 


aS. AA Oo net, creep Paz. 7 


e. 


1 for the Er En GY. * 


| Se Wirk an a more 
uſtice, than, the Ambaſſador: of EIT Earth 
V Frince may be acguſed-,of Preſumprion 
and: Arrogance, . for expecting the Regard 0 
8535 Honour due to bis; Maſler, while hes 
5, veſted. with that Charger .. as i 
Hhi Name? Eſpecially ſince the Fa — do 
not pretend to have any other Title tothe 
Reſpect of 5 yo „ 
they Aerive from their Character; nor la 
1 it upon their un, but only upon 
N after's Account. In. ſhort, Whethery - 
— aſide all other Conſiderations, tlig 
gracious Meſſage © on which they are ſeat, the 
eclating the Terms. of Reconciliation.) with 
Goo, and e lag the Means of Salvation, 
e not a ſufficient Foundation to.,entitle . | 
to. R everence and Honour, from. thoſs | 
990 receive theſe Privileges and. Benefits 
rough their Hands; that have any dus 
Senſe of the Greatneſs. of the Mercieg of: 
ferd them, or any Value for their -own.. 
Souls 8 Or. whether the Inj unction given by 
St. Paul to the I. * [ concerning their 
Behaviour towards their Spiritual Teach 
ers be not equally; binding to. ell other 
Chriſtians ? We beſe eech Jau, Bret hren, to PETTY 
them which labour. among, jous and are quer yours. 
in the Lord, and, Admonijh you Jou; and 10 Eſteons». 
rhem ery highly in Love — their Work's Jae! 
* v. 12, 126 . 
Bur whilſt We are expoſtulating — 
1-3 ANF for 3 "4 that ae and 


Loves 


hic Mo 
Li Os af" Tx Clergy 1 
careful” ourlelves' to Deſerve it 
VUnblameable Obnverſatioh, b 
ey eat 9 © occaſion Jr e eh de Ye 
if Cm laint Pan Th. If T have 
mifts enting tlie 
| greats” all oj ed” by. Har Aeris for 
treating Us ill; We may 8 where our 
- Caution and Circumſpeftion i more eſpe- 
ee Neceſſary.” For being as 4 City ſet 
on an Hill Matth. v. 14. We are {are to 
have our Conduct narrowly watch and 
obſerved; and thoſe that are ſd ready to 
charge us with - rel Crimes, will ne- 
ver ſuffer any ved Mifearriages to paſs un 
obſery't or uncenfar'd : "Kod "therefore | 
| Knowing, © hoch dil: ently Our Enemies 
. #ark' on Ss „ und ſer 4 Print. upon the 
Lees of oar feet ; how ſeverely they ft and 
Fami all our Actions, and lie 'in wait 
fdr an occaſion to Rproach Us; it cer- 
-ainly becomes Us to be always upon our 
Guard; and to endeavour by Manife Fes 
f the Tra; th, to comment ourſelves to e 
Maus Conſciente in the Sgl of God. 


5 


Ax p tho “ there be no Fence Herts.” 

4 ever," har will certainly and infallibly ſe- 
eure us, againft the Suſpicions and Cen- 
«fires of ſich Men; yet the beſt Shield 
ue can poſſibly take up, and tlie moſt 
likely to repel theſe fiery darts of. the 
"xy — 5 * an innocent and unblamea- 
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© ITN ws. care 891 6 abſtain 
| rol 1 mere Crimes, 
| rance of Exil. 
3 5 7 wel 1 8 al = the reprogehd ful 
1 Which We meet with in this 
ge, IS chiefly. owing to the Irreligion and 
Infidelity of it; and that our Holy, Profe 
ſex is the Butt of our Enemies Malice ra- 
ther than our Perſons. Byt it ; at be our 
Perſonal Conduct that all any thing 
Will, reconcile them to our Profeſſion. And 
if. by the Readineſs of ill Men to malign 
and traduce Us, We learn to tate the 
better heed to our ways; We ſhall at length 4 
have no reaſon to accuſe the Provigienss® 
of Go b, for leaving us 2 contend with 
their Mal ice, Or to ;compl ain 27 1 
Treatment we receive. And certainly, if 
We have. any regard, to our Reputation, i 
or to the Proſperity 'of the Cen - a 


"wry thereby to be er e 
all at leaſt be fo  carefull-of our 75 
verſation, as to give no Advantage to ſy 
as hade evil-wil at Our Sion: That if W 
are not able to convince, the Gam 77 Cr A a 
Mou however may, be fopped 1 
1 watch for our Mais . Fas e Wah | 
Hoſte Doceri, . | —_— 10 
4 N 5 therefore Kücwidg now. ca - 1 
they are by a Benet and traduge 1 
Diſa cited and emu to his Ma 


now ſet over us; it certain a hes mes. 8. 


0 decline ho reaſo Sable proof that * 
1 2 © 
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5 = och 2 Hog 15 _ wht 8 
Ks a 61 hi 
1 Z out, Church e — yh ſo long 0 

K. guiſned: thew' by x. Pra- 
—— that the ref We haus often 
ne of Duty and 4 Allegiance, and bound 
oe 4 upOn our Souls by folemn-\ and” repeat- 
| - <-ed-Oaths , are hearty and fincere; and 
* 5 this: . notwithſtanding any Difcourag ement 
2 we ma) meet with, by any ut” Treat. 
ment from our Fellow-Subj 
Tit dike manner, When we ſer 
Pow jealous all Sorts of Men are over us, 
let we male any advance towards Popery; 
bo earefull ſhould this make us 1 * 
prove ourſelves true and 5 E Sons 
of the Church of England m-Oppo- 


4 k 


3 Wy --fion- thereunto; and to remove all Suf- 
pPirion of our being inclin'd that way, 
whit We are conſcious to ourſelves of our 


 - Jreecontileable' Abhorrence of tlie corrupt Z 
E Doctrines of the Church of Ramme? 
Tur fame Uſe doubtleſs ſhould be made, 
5 of. the other parts of the Charge dw, 
up by our ——— againſt Us: And when 
they accuſe Us of Preaching ourſelues, and 
in conſequence thereof of Pride and Taper- 
*. ciltons Behevibar towards other Men; We 
: Thould . þe- wanting in the beſt Proof of 
- the Grbundleſsneſs of this Imputation, if 
| we do not ffauy to ſbem bur ſelves approved. 
r God by our Humility, Pæriente and 
22 ee recs n; 3 # meek? TY 
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thofe: that 2 themſclues ; If we' be» | 
yy 70 ſhow ons F a good Copverſa>" | 
tion our Works with Mertneſ of Wiſdom. | 
Prudence Will ſometimes juitifie: Us for 
waxing our Frivileges, and unleſs we have 
ſuch a Share of the Wiſdom of the Ser- | 
pent, as to lac when to be abaſed; it is not 
the Innocence of. the Dove, that can ſe © 
cure Us either Yom: Heating or Suffering, 
al. But to proceed, £ 
Wurx we conſider with. relation. tq 
the Fourth part. of the. Arcaſation brought 
againſt Us, © That our Frailties and In- 
*;perfeQtions are for the moſt part ſo high- - 
«ly aggravated, and even our moſt inng- 
* cent Behaviour often ſo very much Tra- 
& duced and Miſreprenſented; that o 
caſion is thence taken, to charge; Us: with 
a general Corruption and Degeneracy of 
manners: What manner of Perſons oa We - 
vt the Clergy above others 2% be in all %. 
Converſation and Godlineſs? What ic 
12 d ſhould We rake unto . and a 
to cur Doctrine; in all things 
ſelves Patterns of 3 ok: | 
ples of Believers in W, ord, © in. * 2 2 l 
in Charity; in Spirit, in Faith, - ority;; *} 
That with well-doing. we thay * yr „S 2 | 
the Ionorauce of ,, Fooliſh: Men GOD was 
pleated to puniſh the Wickedneſs and De- 
See of the Jepiſb Prieſts, in the time 
of. Malachi, by mating them Contemptible- and 
Baſe E 15 the — And the moſt 
n * 
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Sacred: Finti our 
| —— Wang . care! to" the 
| — the: Alot The only way un- 
F vino conſute theſe Calumnies will 
x 1h by 20/.mwearicd attendance upon olir | 
i 5 4 Diſinsareſted Zeal for the-HI- 
Bop andathe Good of Souls, a 
— ” 2 _ we 8 | 
0 the chings of this Life: Here- 
aun We, approve” onrſelves' Blomeleſs, | 
at biStemardsc of? Gad. And if, as our 
—— we give attendayce to Rend- 
—_— to mon if — — 
alen in Ceœuſon ont of Seaſon in preurh- 
—— Anda if to finiſn Gerd Cha- 
racer n ſeveral Vitdes | 
tend "ſelf-o * BOF ſoon andy not" . 
n roall/ide, - not given 40 \” filthy* luer; 
1 lovers. of good 77 
ie bah, tener; , noupmeo! TAT 
TEE: F ATHEULL Won as we have" been”. 
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2 be not only 
Saus of 
sf md 
| © app, whom let - 1h 
4. Wald, n a Word, 25 5 give no oc Fj 
7 1 Loyalty, or in any othes. re D 
2M our or in 5 
4 whatſoever, to. L reproathfuly- of: :? 
But lex Us upon. all Occaſions: and ina 
« * Darts of our ConduR,, ' ſbew: ſuch Laus: 
& raptweſs- aud. Sipcerity, that thaſe wha! are 
Our avowed or congealed Enemies muy? . 
« 2 aſbamed, having 10 ol thing to ſpeak br 
« of Us. | 7 
4 DrvARTURE td - - Iniquiry and 
« Holineſs of Life are required in all who 
.< name the Name of CHRIST; but from 
« Is who are . Stewards of the Myſteries . 
4 of the Goſpel, and the Diſpenſers of his 
5; oP ads eee higher Degrees of 
Z " © Piet, 
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